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Inventory
Approach
»»
This guide serves as a tool for the inventory
approach, clarifying the inventory process through
general guidance, definitions, enhanced questions and
imagery and diagrams.
»»

Take pictures of everything.

»»
It is important to be consistent across the County
in your interpretation of the questions.

Chapter 2

Highway
Inventory

Definitions
Inventory Questions
»»
Entrance
»»
Outdoor Recreation Access Route (ORAR)
»»
Outdoor Recreation Trail
»»
Parking
»»
Sidewalk
»»
Curb Ramp
»»
Sidewalk Ramp

Definitions
Term
A continuous unobstructed path, at least 36" wide, connecting all accessible elements
and spaces of a building or facility.

Accessible Route

Outside the boundary of a play area, accessible routes may also include parking access aisles, curb ramps, crosswalks at vehicular ways, walks, ramps, and lifts.
Inside the boundary of the play area, accessible routes may include platforms, ramps,
elevators, lifts. In a play area, there are two types of accessible routes: ground level
and elevated.

Boardwalk

Cross slope

Edge protection

Firm and stable surface

A fixed planked structure, usually built on pilings in areas of wet soil or water to provide dry crossings.
The slope that is perpendicular to the direction of travel
A raised curb, wall, railing, or other structure that defines the edge of a travel surface
and helps keep people and assistive devices from accidentally falling off the edge.
Firm and stable surfaces can be grass, aggregate, stabilized soil, etc. They must be
of a slope that is ≤3%. They prevent assistive devices from sinking into the surface,
which would make movement difficult for a person using crutches, a cane, a wheelchair, or other assistive device.
In the accessibility guidelines, the standard assistive device is the wheelchair because
its dimensions and four wheels often are difficult to accommodate. If a person using a
A structure that can be swung, drawn, or lowered to block an entrance or a passageway.

Gate
An opening in a wall or fence for entrance or exit.

Openings

Gaps in the surface of a route. Gaps include spaces between the planks on a boardwalk or in a drainage grate. Openings that are big enough for wheels, cane or crutch
tips, or shoe heels to drop through are hazards that shouldn't be designed in pedestrian routes.

Obstacle

An obstacle is anything that interrupts the evenness of the tread surface. On ORARs,
an obstacle may occur where a tree root or rock protrudes above the surface or
where two different surfaces abut, such as when a concrete path joins an asphalt
path. If they are pronounced, tread obstacles can pose a serious tripping hazard.

Protruding object

Protruding objects extend into the clear width area of an route from beside or above
the route. Leaning tree trunks, rock ledges, and branches are common protruding

Ramp

A walking surface that has a running slope of > 5%
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Entrance
General Guidance							
»»
Establish a data point at the main entrance to a facility (i.e. building/structure) that has interior
spaces. If the main entrance is not accessible, place the point at the location of the alternative accessibility
entrance. 		
						
							
#

Expanded Question

Notes

1

Choose feature location. Choose from options

2

Is the main entrance accessible?

3

If the main entrance is not accessible, is there an alternative accessible entrance?

4

Can the alternative accessible entrance be available independently as well as
during the same hours as the main entrance?

5

Do all inaccessible entrances have signs indicating the location of the nearest
accessible entrance?

6

If not all entrances are accessible, is there a sign at the accessible entrance
with the International Symbol of Accessibility?

7

Is the clear opening width of the accessible entrance door ≥ 32 inches, between the face of the door and the stop, when the door is open 90 degrees?

E7

8

If there is a front approach to the pull side of the door, is there ≥ 18 inches of
maneuvering clearance beyond the latch side plus ≥ 60 inches clear depth?

E8

9

On both sides of the door, is the ground or floor surface of the maneuvering
clearance level ≤ 2%?

10

Is the door threshold edge ≤ 0.25 inches high?

11

If the door threshold is ≥ 0.75 inches high, is beveled slope ≤ 0.50%?

E11

12

Is the door equipped with hardware, including locks, that is operable with one
hand and does not require tight grasping, pinching, or twisting of the wrist?

E12

13

Are the operable parts of the door hardware ≥ 34 inches and ≤ 48 inches
above the floor or ground surface?

E13
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Entrance

14

If there are two doors in a series, e.g. vestibule, is the distance between the
doors ≥ 48 inches, plus the width of the doors when swinging into the space?

E7

E8

E11
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E14

Entrance
E12

E15

E13

E14
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Outdoor Recreation Access Route (ORAR)
General Guidance							
»»
ORAR must have firm and stable surface with resting slope of ≤ 5%, and area ≥ 60 inches square.
»»
It is differentiated from a Sidewalk because of its unpaved surface material.
»»
Establish data points where the ORAR connects to facilities.
»»
Place additional data points along the route at intervals no more than 1000’ and in any area that
appears to deviate from standards.
»»
Any critical deviation of route condition that presents tripping or falling hazards should be
photographed and reported to the project manager by email at the end of the day.
				
		
#

Expanded Question

1

Choose feature location. Choose from Options

2

Is the Outdoor Recreation Access Route a Hard Surface (Paved)?
If Concrete, STOP and use Sidewalk Inventory.
If Asphalt (Bituminous) or Boardwalk, continue with Inventory ONLY if in a
park.

3

If the ORAR is not a Hard Surface, what is the surface material?

4

Is the ORAR firm and stable?

5

Is the ORAR ≥ 36 inches wide at all locations?

6

Are there passing spaces within the ORAR that are ≥ 60 inches wide at intervals of ≤ 200 feet.

7

Is the ORAR unoccupied by obstacles?

8

If No, what is the height of the obstacle?

9

Is the ORAR continuous and without openings?

10

If No, what is the width of the opening?

11

What is the running slope of the ORAR?

12

If it is > 5%, how long is the steep grade? Round to the nearest foot.
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Notes

Outdoor Recreation Access Route (ORAR)
13

What is the cross slope of the ORAR?

14

Is the ORAR unimpeded by protruding objects?
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Outdoor Recreation Trail
General Guidance							
»»
Outdoor Recreation Trail is differentiated from a Sidewalk because of its unpaved surface material,
and from an ORAR because it does not connect outdoor constructed features and it is not part of an
accessible route.
»»
Establish data points at the locations where the ORT originates.
»»
Place additional data points along the trail at intervals no more than 1000’ and in any area that
appears to deviate from standards.
»»
Any critical deviation of trail condition that presents tripping or falling hazards should be
photographed and reported to the project manager by email at the end of the day.			
							
Expanded Question

#

1

Choose feature location. Choose from Options

2

Is the trail a Hard Surface (Paved)?
If Concrete, STOP and use Sidewalk Inventory.
If Asphalt (Bituminous) or Boardwalk, continue with Inventory ONLY if in a
park.

3

If the trail is not a Hard Surface, what is the surface material?

4

Is the trail firm and stable?

5

Is the trail ≥ 36 inches wide at all locations?

6

Are there passing spaces within the trail that are ≥ 60 inches wide at intervals
of ≤ 200 feet.

7

Is the trail unoccupied by obstacles?

8

If No, what is the height of the obstacle?

9

Is the trail continuous and without openings?

10

If No, what is the width of the opening?

11

What is the running slope of the trail?
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Notes

Outdoor Recreation Trail
12

If it is > 5%, how long is the steep grade? Round to the nearest foot.

13

What is the cross slope of the trail?

14

Is the trail unimpeded by protruding objects?

15

Are there gates along the trail?

16

If yes, does the gate provide a clear width of ≥ 32 inches?

ORT16

17

Are there trail signs along the trail?

ORT17

18

Does the sign provide the length of the trail or trail segment?

ORT18

19

Does the sign provide the surface type information?

ORT19

20

Does the sign provide the typical and minimum tread width?

ORT20

21

Does the sign provide the typical and maximum running slope?

ORT21

ORT16

ORT17 - 22

Examples of accessible trail signs
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Parking
General Guidance							
»»
Establish a data point at the approximate center of the parking facility.
»»
Gather slope readings throughout the lot roughly equal to 10% of the total number of spaces.
»»
Parking stalls should be counted to the whole number.				
							
Expanded Question

#

Notes

1

Choose feature location. Choose from Options

2

If parking is provided for the public, are an adequate number of accessible
spaces provided?

3

How many total spaces?

4

How many accessible spaces?

5

Are accessible spaces at least 8 feet wide with an access aisle ≥ 5 feet wide?

P5

6

Of the accessible spaces, is at least one a van accessible space?

P6

7

Is the van accessible space at least 11 feet wide, with an access aisle at least 5
feet wide?

P7

8

Is the van accessible space at least 8 feet wide, with an access aisle at least 8
feet wide?

P8

9

Is ≥ 98 inches of vertical clearance provided for the van accessible space?

10

Are the access aisles marked so as to discourage parking in them?

11

Is the slope of the accessible parking spaces and access aisles ≤ 2% in all
directions?

12

Do the access aisles adjoin an accessible route?

13

Are accessible spaces Identified with a sign that includes the International Symbol of Accessibility?

14

Is the bottom of the sign ≥ 60 inches above the ground?
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P2

Parking
15

Are there signs marked “van accessible” at van accessible spaces?

16

Of the total parking spaces, are the accessible spaces located on the closest
accessible route to the accessible entrance(s)? (If parking lot serves multiple
entrances, accessible parking should be dispersed.)

P2 & P6

*For every 6 or fraction of 6 parking spaces required by the table, at
least 1 should be a van accessible space.

P5

P7 - 8
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Sidewalk
General Guidance							
»»
Establish a data point as the sidewalk/trail travels away from an intersection corner.
»»
Place at least one data point mid block, or at any apparent deviation of standards.
»»
Any critical deviation of sidewalk condtion that presents tripping or falling hazards should be 			
reported to the project manager by email at the end of the day.
					

#

Expanded Question

Notes

1

Choose feature location. Choose From Options

2

Is the route stable, firm and slip-resistant?
Yes (if concrete or bituminous)/No/NA

3

Is the route ≥ 48 inches wide? (Take measurement at narrowest dimension.)

S3

4

If route is <60 inches wide, are there passing spaces spaced ≤ 200 ft?

S4

5

If there are grates or openings on the route, are the openings ≤ 0.5 inches?
Look for excessively wide sidewalk joints and areas around utilities. Openings
should be perpendicular to the dominate direction of travel.

S5

6

What is the running slope? Measurement taken in the direction of travel.

7

What is the cross slope? Measurement taken perpendicular to the direction
of travel. Review changes in slope in vicinity of driveways.

S3
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S7

Sidewalk
S4

S4

S7
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Curb Ramp
General Guidance							
»»
Place a data point on the location of the curb ramp. If multiple curb ramps are located in a relatively
small area, be sure that points do not overlap and that it is obvious which data point corresponds to each
ramp.
»»
If more than one path ties into the same curb ramp, evaluate the landing on both paths.
							
Expanded Question

Notes

1

Choose feature location. Choose from Options

2

What is the style of curb ramp? Choose from Options

CR2

3

What is the running slope of the curb ramp?

CR3

4

What is the cross slope of the curb ramp?

CR4

5

What is the width of the curb ramp opening?

CR5

6

Is the landing at least 48in square with a cross slope in any direction 2%? A
flare adjacent to a non-walkable surface, ie. grass, should be marked N/A.

CR6

7

Does the curb ramp have truncated domes?

CR7

8

Are approximately 75% of the truncated domes in good condition? Look for
individual domes sheared off by snowplows, etc.

9

Is the curb ramp in good condition generally? Look for cracks, drainage
issues such as sand in gutter, etc.
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If the response is no, please
provide a comment to express why.

Curb Ramp
CR2
Options:
Perpendicular

Diagonal

Depressed Corner

Parallel

Fan

Directional

Other

?
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Curb Ramp
CR3 - 8

CR6

CR3
CR8
CR4

CR5
CR7

Note: A flare adjacent to a non walkable
surface, ie. grass, should be marked N/A.
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Sidewalk Ramp
General Guidance							
»»
If any portion of the accessible route is steeper than 5%, it should be treated as a ramp.
#

Expanded Question

Notes

1

Choose feature location. Choose from Options

2

If there is a ramp (other than curb ramps), is it ≥ 36 inches wide? If there are handrails, use the
measurement between them.

3

Is the surface stable, firm and slip resistant?

4

For each section of the ramp, is the running slope ≤ 8.3%?
(Rises ≤ 3 inches with a slope ≤ 12.5%, and rises ≤ 6 inches with a slope ≤ 10%. These are
permitted when such slopes are necessary due to space limitations.)

5

At the top of the ramp is there a level landing that is ≥ 60 inches long and at least as wide as the
ramp?

SR5

6

At the bottom of the ramp is there a level landing that is ≥ 60 inches long and at least as wide as
the ramp?

SR6

7

Is there a level landing where the ramp changes direction that is ≥ 60 inches x 60 inches?

SR7

8

If the ramp has a rise ≥ 6 inches, are there handrails on both sides?

9

Is the top of the handrail gripping surface ≤ 38" inches and ≥ 34 inches above the ramp surface?

10

Is the handrail gripping surface continuous and unobstructed along the top or sides?

11

Is the bottom of the handrail gripping surface obstructed for ≤ 20% of its length?

12

If the handrail gripping surface is circular, is it ≤ 2 inches and ≥ 1.25 inches in diameter?

13

If the handrail gripping surface is non-circular, is it ≤ 6.25 inches and ≥ 4 inches in perimeter,
and ≤ 2.25 inches in cross section?

14

Does the handrail extend ≥ 12 inches horizontally beyond the top and bottom of the ramp?

S2

S10

SR13
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Sidewalk Ramp
15

Does the handrail return to a wall, guard, or landing surface?

16

Does the surface of the ramp extend ≥ 12 inches beyond the inside face of the handrail?

SR16

17

Is there a curb or barrier that prevents the passage of a 4-inch diameter sphere?

SR17

SR2

SR5 - 7
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Sidewalk Ramp
SR10

SR13

SR16 -17
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Chapter 3

Parks
Inventory
Definitions
Technical Provisions
Inventory Questions
»»
Boat Dock
»»
Play Area
»»
Camping Unit
»»
Fishing Pier
»»
Picnic Area
»»
Shooting Facility
»»
Viewing Facility
»»
Water Fountain
»»
Swim Facility

Definitions
Term
A continuous unobstructed path, at least 36” wide, connecting all accessible elements
and spaces of a building or facility.

Accessible Route

Outside the boundary of a play area, accessible routes may also include parking access aisles, curb ramps, crosswalks at vehicular ways, walks, ramps, and lifts.
Inside the boundary of the play area, accessible routes may include platforms, ramps,
elevators, lifts. In a play area, there are two types of accessible routes: ground level
and elevated.

Catch Pool

A catch pool is a body of water where water slide flumes drop users into the water.
An accessible means of entry or exit is not required into the catch pool. However, an
accessible route must connect to the edge of the catch pool.

Boat Slip

A boat slip is the portion of a pier, main pier, finger pier or float where a boat is morred
or used for embarking that is not part of the boat launch ramp.

Boat Launch Ramp

A boat launch ramp is a sloped surface designed for launching and retrieving trailered
boats and other watercraft to and from a body of water.

Boarding Pier

Sometimes called a courtesy pier or a launch dock; is the part of a pier where a boat
is temporarily moored for embarking and disembarking.

Camping Facility

A site, or portion of a site, developed for outdoor recreational purposes that contains
camping units.

Camping Unit

An outdoor space in camping facilities used for camping that contains outdoor constructed features, parking spaces for recreational vehicles or other vehicles, tent pads
or tent platforms, or camp shelters.

Clear Space

A circle at least 60 inches in diameter or a T-shaped space within a 60-inch square.
Note: The turning space is not required at elevated play components connected only
by transfer system.

Clear Ground or Floor
Space

Cross Slope

Provides unobstructed room to accommodate a single stationary wheelchair and its occupant at a play component on an accessible route.
1. A space at least 30 inches wide and 48 inches long, with slope ≤ 2%.
2. The clear ground space is not required at elevated play components connected
only by transfer system.
3. Clear ground spaces 30 inches min by 48 inches min, 60 inch min turning spaces
and accessible routes may overlap.

The slope that is perpendicular to the direction of travel
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Definitions
Edge protection is a raised curb, wall, railing, or other structure that defines the edge
of a travel surface and helps keep people and assistive devices from accidentally falling off the edge. Edge protection is not required for accessibility on ORARs. However,
where designers and managers have determined that edge protection is required for
safety or other reasons, the FSORAG requires curbs to be at least 3 inches (76 millimeters) high (figure 38). This is higher than required by the ABAAS because objects
less than 3 inches (75 millimeters) high aren’t easy to see or detect outdoors and
could become a tripping hazard.

Edge Protection

Elevated
Play Components

An elevated play component is a component reached from a platform or deck area,
and is part of a composite play structure.
For example: climbers, slides, monkey bars, sterring wheels, tic-tac-toe panels, etc.

Firing Station
(Shooting Facility)

Types of different firing positions include positions with different admission prices, positions with or without weather covering or lighting, and positions that support different shooting events (e.g., muzzle loading rifle, small bore rifle, high power rifle, bull’s
eye pistol, action pistol, silhouette, trap, skeet, and archery).

Fishing Area

Forward Approach vs
allel Approach

The platform area on the pier designated for fishing.

Par-

Ground Level
Play Components

Use different clear spaces for forward and parallel approaches. A forward approach
means that the person is facing the object. A parallel approach means that the person is beside the object. People need different-sized spaces to position their wheelchairs
in front of an object and beside an object. That is why there are different clear floor or
ground space requirements for forward and parallel approaches.
Ground level play components are components that can be approached and exited
at ground level. Examples include rockers, swings, diggers, and stand-alone slides.
When distinguishing between types of components consider the experience provided.
Examples include rocking, swinging, climbing, digging, spinning and sliding.

Outdoor Constructed Features

Picnic tables, fire rings, grills, fireplaces, wood stoves, trash and recycling receptacles, water hydrants, utility and sewage hookups, outdoor rinsing showers, benches,
telescopes, and periscopes provided at outdoor recreation facilities.

Picnic Facility

A site, or portion of a site, developed for outdoor recreational purposes that contains
picnic units.

Picnic Unit

An outdoor space in picnic facilities used for picnicking that contains outdoor constructed features (i.e. picnic tables, fire rings, grills, fireplaces, wood stoves, trash and
recycling receptacles, etc.)

Play Components

A play component is an element designed to generate specific opportunities for play,
socialization, and learning. Play components may be manufactured or natural, and
may be stand alone or part of a composite play structure. Swings, spring riders, water
tables, playhouses, slides, and climbers are among the many different play components.
For the purpose of the guidelines, ramps, transfer systems, steps, decks, and roofs
are not considered play components. These elements are generally used to link other
elements on a composite play structure. Although socialization and pretend play can
occur on these elements, they are not primarily intended for play.
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Definitions
Ramp

A walking surface that has a running slope of > 5%

Running Slope

The slope that is parallel to the direction of travel

Soft Contained
Play Structure

A soft contained play area is a play structure made of one or more components on
which a person enters a fully enclosed play environment that uses pliable materials
such as plastic, soft padding and fabric.
A transfer platform is a platform or landing that an individual who uses a wheelchair or
mobility device can use to lift or transfer onto the play structure and leave the wheelchair or mobility device behind at ground level.

Transfer Platforms

11 inches to 18 inches height of top surface
Minimum 24 inches wide
Minimum 14 inches deep
Unobstructed side
Transfer steps are level surfaces in a composite structure that can be used for transferring from different levels to access play components.

Transfer Steps

Minimum 24 inches wide
Minimum 14 inches deep
8 inches maximum height
Transfer steps in a play area are not required to satisfy the general ADAAG stair requirements. Maneuvering space and clear space is not required on elevated structures or at elevated play components reached by a transfer system.

Transfer Support

A means of support is required when transferring into the entry or seat of a play
component. Transfer supports assist individuals with transferring and general mobility.
They include handrails, handgrips, or custom designed handholds. Transfer supports
must be provided on transfer platforms and transfer steps at each level where transferring is the intended method of access.
Note:
Examples of supports include a rope loop, a loop type handle, a slot in the edge of a
flat horizontal or vertical member, poles or bars, or D rings on the corner posts.
A transfer system provides access to elevated play components within a composite
system by connecting different levels with transfer platforms and steps. A transfer
system provides access to elevated play components without the use of a wheelchair
or mobility devices.

Transfer Systems

A transfer system typically consists of a transfer platform, transfer steps, and transfer
supports.
A transfer system is an alternative to a ramp system in play areas where there are less
than 20 total elevated play components.
The transfer system must connect to the ground-level accessible route and provide
access to at least 50 percent of the elevated play components.
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Definitions
The use zone is the area beneath and adjacent to a play structure upon which a user
would land when falling from or exiting a play structure.

Use Zone

An outdoor space developed for viewing a landscape or point of interest such as a
mountain range, a valley, or a waterfall.

Viewing Area

Technical Provisions for Certain Maximum Slopes and Obstacle Heights
Concrete, Asphalt,
or Board Surfaces

All Other
Surfaces

2%

2%; EXCEPTION: 3% where necessary for drainage

2%

2%; EXCEPTION: 3% where necessary for drainage

2%

2%; EXCEPTION: 3% where necessary for drainage

2%

2%; EXCEPTION: 3% where necessary for drainage

2%

2%; EXCEPTION: 3% where necessary for drainage

0.5 inches

1 inch

2%

3%

2%

3%

0.5 inches

2 inches

Cross slope

2%

5%

Resting interval slope (any direction)

2%

5%

0.5 inches

1 inch

Cross slope

2%

3%

Resting interval slope (any direction)

2%

3%

Space or Facility
Outdoor Constructed Features
Slope (any direction) of clear ground spaces

Parking Spaces within Accessible Camping and Picnic Units and
Pull-Up Spaces at Recreational Vehicle Dump Stations
Slope (any direction) of parking and pull-up spaces
Tent Pads and Tent Platforms
Slope (any direction) of tent pads, tent platforms, and clear
ground spaces
Camp Shelters
Slope (any direction) of clear ground spaces and floor
spaces
Viewing Areas
Slope (any direction) of clear ground spaces and turning
spaces
Outdoor Recreation Access Routes
Obstacles
Cross slope
Resting interval slope (any direction)
Trails
Tread Obstacles

Beach Access Routes
Obstacles
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Boat Dock
General Guidance							
»»
Place a data point at the approximate center of the boat dock.
»»
Any critical structural concerns with the dock should be photographed and reported to the project
manager by email at the end of the day.

#

Expanded Question

Notes

1

Is there an accessible route to the entrance of the boating facility?

2

Where boarding piers are provided at boat launch ramps, are between 1% and
5% accessible?

3

Is there clear pier space at the boarding pier that is the full length of the boarding pier and ≥ 60 inches wide?

4

For every 120 inches (10 feet) of linear pier edge, is there a continuous clear
opening ≥ 60 inches wide?

5

If there is edge protection at the clear opening, is it ≤ 4 inches tall and ≤ 2
inches wide?

BD5

6

If there are cleats or other securement devices serving boarding piers at boat
launch ramps are they on an accessible route?

BD6

7

Where boat slips are provided are there an adequate number of accessible
slips?

BD7

8

For every 120 inches (10 feet) of linear pier edge serving the slips, is there a
continuous clear opening ≥ 60 inches wide?

9

If there is edge protection at the clear opening, is it ≤ 4 inches and ≤ 2 inches
wide?

10

Is there an accessible route to the accessible boat slips?

11

If there are cleats or securement devices serving the accessible boat slips are
they on an accessible route?

12

Is there clear pier space at the accessible boat slips that is at least the length of
the slip by ≥ 60 inches wide?

13

What is the slope measurement of the transition plate?

14

If there are transition plates, is the slope of transition plates ≤ 5%?
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BD10

BD13

Boat Dock
15

BD5

If the slope is ≥ 5%, is there a landing at the end of the transition plate?

BD10

BD6

BD7

BD13
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Play Area
General Guidance:
»» Place a data point at the approximate center of the play area.
»»
If multiple play areas are within the same vicinity but are separated by a path or walk, evaluate them as
a single play area.
»» Any critical structural concerns with the play area should be photographed and reported to the project
manager by email at the end of the day.

Evaluating a Play Area
»» STEP 1: Assess your play area design
This step identifies the number and different types of ground level play components provided in a play area
design. The number of elevated play components is also identified.
»» STEP 2: Determine what is needed
In some cases, the accessibility guidelines will require additional play components to be provided to meet the
minimum requirements. Step 2 begins identifying what is needed by referring to PA5, which establishes a
minimum level of ground level play components required to be on an accessible route, based on the number
of elevated play components provided.
»» STEP 3 Compare which is greater
Step 3 compares your results in identifying the number and different types of ground level play components
with those required by the Table. The greater number is considered to be the minimum number of ground
level play components required to be on an accessible route.
»» STEP 4 Assess how to get there
Step 4 examines the number of elevated play components provided, beginning with the number established
in Step 1. Once the number of elevated play components provided is identified, Step 4 defines the type
of route to be provided to connect to these elevated play components. Where 20 or more elevated play
components are provided, ramps must connect to a minimum of 25% of the elevated play components.
Ramp or transfer systems must connect to the remaining 25%. If 19 or fewer elevated play components are
provided, transfer systems must connect to a minimum of 50% of the elevated play components.

PA5
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Play Area
See below for an example evaluation:

ADA Transition Plan Washiington County Inventory Manual 35

Play Area
#

Expanded Question

1

Is there an accessible route to the entrance of the play area?

2

If there are separate play areas within a site for specific age groups, is there an
accessible route to each play area?

3

Is there an accessible route within the play area connecting ground level play
components that are on an accessible route and elevated play components
that are on an accessible route including the entry and exit points of those
components?

4

Is there an accessible route to at least one of each type of ground level play
component?

5

If there are elevated play components, is there an accessible route to at least
the following number and type of ground level play components?

6

If two or more ground level play components are on an accessible route are
they in more than one location throughout the play area and integrated with
other play components?

7

If there is a soft contained play structure with three or fewer entry points, is
there an accessible route to at least one entry point?

8

If there is a soft contained play structure with four or more entry points, are
there accessible routes to at least two entry points?

Notes

PA3

PA5

Questions 9 - 16 refer the Accessible Route Connecting Ground Level Play
Components.
9

Is the vertical clearance of the accessible route ≥ 80 inches above the ground
surface?

PA9

10

If the play area is less than 1000 square feet, is the route ≥ 44 inches wide?

PA10

11

If the route exceeds 30 feet in length, is a wheelchair turning clear space provided?

PA11

12

If the play area is 1000 square feet or greater, is the route ≥ 60 inches wide?

PA12

13

Is the slope of the route ≤ 6.25%?

PA13

14

If the slope of the route is ≥ 5% and the rise for a ramp run is ≥ 6 inches, are
there handrails on both sides of the ramp run?

PA14
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15

Is the top of the handrail gripping surface ≤ 28 inches and ≥ 20 inches above
the ramp surface?

PA15

16

Is the handrail gripping surface: Circular with an outside diameter of ≥ .95 inch
and ≤ 1.55 inches? or Non-circular providing an equivalent gripping surface?

PA16

17

What is the shape of the hand rail?

18

Is there an accessible route to entry and exit points of at least 50 percent of
elevated components?

19

If there are 20 or more elevated play components are at least 25% connected
by ramps?

20

Are the other 25% that are required to be on an accessible route connected by
either ramps or transfer systems?

21

If there are fewer than 20 elevated play components are at least 50% connected
by either ramps or transfer systems?

22

Is the accessible route connecting elevated play components ≥ 36 inches
wide?

PA20

Questions 23 - 39 refer to the Elevated Play Components Accessible Route

23

There are more than one typical accessible route:
If the route is narrowed, is the accessible route connecting elevated play components ≥ 32 inches wide for a distance that is ≤ 24 inches, and if there are
more than one of these narrowed routes, are they separated by segments ≥ 48
inches long and ≥ 36 inches wide?

24

There are more than one typical accessible route:
Is the accessible route connecting elevated play components at least 24 inches
wide, if adjacent to a transfer system?

25

If there is a ramp, are there handrails on both sides?

26

Is the top of the handrail gripping surface ≥ 20 inches and ≤ 28 inches above
the ramp surface?

27

If the handrail gripping is Circular, is the outside diameter ≥ .94 inch and ≤
1.55 inches?

28

Is the rise for any ramp run connecting elevated play components ≤ 12 inches?
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29

If a transfer system is provided, is the transfer system ≥ 24 inches wide?

30

Is the top of the transfer platform ≤ 18 inches and ≥ 11 inches from the
ground?

31

Is the transfer platform ≥ 14 inches deep x ≥ 24 inches wide?

32

Is there a clear transfer space ≥ 30 inches wide by ≥ 48 inches long adjacent
to the platform, with the longer dimension centered on and parallel to the 24
inch minimum long side of the platform?

33

Is the side of the transfer platform adjacent to the clear space unobstructed?

34

If movement is intended from transfer platforms to levels with elevated play
components that are required to be on an accessible route, are transfer steps
provided?

35

Are the transfer steps ≥ 14 inches deep?

36

Are the transfer steps ≥ 24 inches wide?

37

Are the transfer steps ≤ 8 inches high?

38

Is there at least one means of support for transferring on and off the platform?

39

Is there at least one means of support for transferring up and down the transfer
steps?

PA32

Questions 40 - 57 refer to Play Components

40

Is there at least one clear space for a person in a wheelchair to turn around at
ground level play components?

41

Is there at least one clear space for a person in a wheelchair to turn around at
elevated play components connected by ramps?
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Play Area
42

If there are swings, is there clear space for a person in a wheelchair to turn
around, immediately adjacent to at least one swing?

43

Is there a clear ground/floor space ≥ 30 inches wide and 48 inches long at
each ground level play component required to be on an accessible routes?

44

Is there a clear ground/floor space ≥ 30 inches wide and 48 inches long at
each elevated play component required to be on an accessible route that is
connected by ramps?
Questions 45 - 49 refer to a play table for children older than 5 years

45

If there is a play table for children older than 5 years, are the tops of rims,
curbs, or other obstructions ≤ 31 inches above the ground?

46

If there is a play table for children older than 5 years, is there clear ground
space ≥ 30 inches wide by ≥ 48 inches long for a forward approach?

47

Is there ≥ 17 inches of clear knee space underneath?

48

Does the clear knee space extend ≥ 17 inches deep?

49

Is the clear knee space ≥ 30 inches wide?

Questions 50 - 55 refer to a play table for children younger than 5 years

50

Is there a play table for children 5 years or younger?

51

If there is a play table for children under 5 years, are the tops of rims, curbs, or
other obstructions ≤ 31 inches?

52

Does the play table provide clear ground space ≥ 30 inches wide by ≥ 48
inches long for a forward approach?

53

Is there ≥ 17 inches of clear knee space underneath?
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54

Does the clear knee space extend ≥ 17 inches deep?

55

Is the clear knee space ≥ 30 inches wide?

56

If a play component on an accessible route requires transfer to entry points
or seats, is the entry point or seat ≥ 11 inches and ≤ 24 inches from the clear
floor/ground space?

57

If a play component on an accessible route requires transfer to entry points or
seats, is there at least one means of transfer support to the play component?

Questions 58 - 59 refer to ground surface

58

What is the surface of the play area?

59

Is the surface level, free of tripping hazards and in good condition?

PA3
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Play Area
PA5

PA9 - 16
Ground Level Requirements Based on Elevated Play Components
The number and variety of ground-level play components required to be on an accessible route is also
determined by the number of elevated components provided in the play area. The intent of this requirement
is to provide a variety of experiences for individuals who choose to remain with their mobility devices, or
choose not to transfer to elevated play components. If ramps provide access to at least 50 percent of the
elevated play components – which must include at least three different play types – then additional groundlevel components are not required.
• If a play area includes two or more composite structures for the same age group, use the total number of
elevated components to determine the additional number and types of ground level play components to
provide on an accessible route.
• If ramps provide access to at least 50 percent of the elevated components and the ramped route goes to at
least three different elevated play types, the ground level components in the chart are not required.
• The number of ground level components determined by “one of each type” can fulfill the minimum
ground level requirements in the table.
•

»» An example: The composite structure of a play area has four elevated play components (bubble panel,
slide, steering wheel, and tic-tac-toe panel). According to the table, a minimum of one ground level play
component must be provided, and a minimum of one different type. The spring rider or swing can be used
to meet the “one of each type” requirement and can also be used to meet the minimum number determined
by PA5. The number of ground-level components determined by “one of each type” can also fulfill the
minimum ground level requirement that is indicated by the elevated play components table.

ADA Transition Plan Washiington County Inventory Manual 41

Play Area
PA20

Transfer System Examples

PA32

A typical elevated accessible route might include
the following:
36-inch (915 mm) clear width
32-inch (815 mm) narrowed width permitted
for 24-inch (610 mm) length to accommodate
features in the composite structure
12-inch (305 mm) rise maximum per ramp run
Top of handrail gripping surfaces shall be 20
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PA40
Clear Space / Maneuvering Space
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Camping Unit
General Guidance							
»»
Place a data point at the approximate center of the camping unit.
#

Expanded Question

1

Is the surface of camp firm and stable?

2

Is the surface material used appropriate to the setting and level of development?

3

Is the route connected to all the features within each camping unit?

4

Are there access routes connecting each camping unit with the common use
features (i.e. toilets, showers, water hydrants, garbage receptacles, parking
spaces, and beach access) that are provided at the campground?

5

Is there a handicap accessible fire ring at the campsite?

6

Is there a clear floor space for a person in wheelchair to turn around, i.e. a circle
at least 60 inches in diameter?

7

Is there a platform to set up a tent?

8

Is there a clear floor space for a person in wheelchair to turn around, i.e. a circle
at least 60 inches in diameter?

9

Is there a picnic table at the campsite?

10

Is there a clear floor space for a person in wheelchair to turn around, i.e. a circle
at least 60 inches in diameter?
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Notes

CU5

CU7

CU10

Camping Unit
CU5

CU7

CU10
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Fishing Pier
General Guidance							

»» Place a data point at the end of the fishing pier furthest out in the body of water.
»» Any critical structural concerns with the pier should be photographed and reported to the project manager by email at
the end of the day.

#

Expanded Question

Notes

1

Is there an accessible route to the entrance of the fishing pier or platform?

2

Is there an accessible route to the fishing area?

FP2

3

If a transition plate is ≥ 5%, is there a landing at the end of the transition plate?

FP3

4

If there are railings, guards or handrails at the fishing area, are more than 25%
of them ≤ 34 inches above the ground or deck?

FP4

5

Are the 34-inch maximum high railings, guards or handrails dispersed throughout the fishing pier or platform?

6

Is there a clear floor space of ≥ 30 inches wide by ≥ 48 inches long at the 34inch maximum high railing?

FP6

7

At the 34-inch maximum high railings, guards or handrail, is there a curb or barrier extending ≥ 2 inches minimum above the surface of the pier or platform?

FP7

8

At the 34-inch maximum high railings, guards or handrail, does the ground or
deck extend ≥ 12 inches beyond the inside face of the railing at a clear width of
≥ 30 inches and clear height of ≥ 9 inches?

FP8

9

If there are no railings, guards or handrails, is there a clear floor space ≥ 30
inches wide by ≥ 48 inches long on the pier or platform?

10

Is there a clear floor space for a person in wheelchair to turn around, i.e. a circle
at least 60 inches in diameter or a T-shaped space within a 60-inch square, on
the fishing pier or platform?
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FP10

Fishing Pier
FP2

FP7 - 8

FP3

FP4

FP10

FP6
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Picnic Area
General Guidance							

»»
»» Place a data point at the end of the fishing pier furthest out in the body of water.
»» Any critical structural concerns with the pier should be photographed and reported to the project manager by email at
#

Expanded Question

Notes

1

How many picnic units are in the picnic facility?

1

Is the surface of picnic units firm and stable?

2

Is the surface material used appropriate to the setting and level of development?

3

Is the route connected to all the features within the picnic facility?

4

Are there access routes connecting picnic units with the common use features
(I,e, toilets, water hydrants, garbage receptacles, parking spaces, and beach
access) that are provided at the park?

5

Is there a handicap assessable charcoal grill in the picnic unit?

6

Is there a clear floor space for a person in wheelchair to turn around, i.e. a circle
at least 60 inches in diameter?

7

How many of the tables are accessible?

PC5
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PC5

PC7

PC7

Shooting Facility
General Guidance							
»»

Place a data point at the location of the shooting facility.

#

Expanded Question

Notes

1

Is there an accessible route to the shooting facility?

2

Is there a clear space for a person in wheelchair to turn around, i.e. a circle at
least 60 inches in diameter, for at least 1 of each type of firing position?

3

Is there an accessible route to the archery butts (archery practice field with
mounds of earth used for the targets) to put up a target and retrieve arrows?

SF2

SF2
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Viewing Facility
General Guidance							
»»
»»

Place a data point at the location of the viewing facility.
Any critical structural concerns with the facility should be photographed and reported to the project manager by
email at the end of the day.

#

Expanded Question

1

Is the viewing area located along an Outdoor Recreation Access Route (ORAR)
that connects to the other major features at the site, including the parking area?

2

Does the viewing area have a clear ground or floor space that is ≥ 36 x 48
inches and is positioned for either a forward or parallel approach to the viewing
location?
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Water Fountain
General Guidance							
»»
»»

Place a data point at the location of the water fountain.
Make a note if the fountain is not functioning properly (water flow level) and/or any discoloration of water that is
coming from the spout.

#

Expanded Question

Notes

1

Does at least one drinking fountain have a clear floor space ≥ 30 inches wide x
≥ 48 inches long, centered in front of it for a forward approach?

WF1

2

If there is a forward approach, does the clear floor space extend ≤ 25 inches
and ≥ 17 inches under the drinking fountain?

WF2

3

If the drinking fountain is ≤ 20 inches deep, are the operable parts ≤ 48 inches
above the floor?

WF3

4

If the drinking fountain is ≥ 20 inches and ≤ 25 inches deep, are the operable
parts ≤ 44 inches above the floor?

WF4

5

Can the control be operated with one hand and without tight grasping, pinching
or twisting of the wrist?

WF5

6

Is the spout outlet ≤ 36 inches above the floor?

WF6

7

Is the spout ≥ 15 inches from the rear of the drinking fountain?

WF7

8

Is the spout ≤ 5 inches from the front of the drinking fountain?

WF8

9

If there is more than one drinking fountain, is there at least one for standing
persons?

10

For standing fountain, Is the spout outlet ≤ 43 inches and ≥ 38 inches above
the floor?

WF10

11

If the leading (bottom) edge of the fountain is ≥ 27 inches above the floor, does
the front of the fountain protrude ≤ 4 inches into the Pedestrian Circulation
Path?

WF11
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Water Fountain
WF1

WF2

WF6

WF3

WF7 - 8

WF4

WF10

WF5

WF11
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Swim Facility
General Guidance							
»»
»»

Place a data point at the location of the swim facility.
Note the location of the accessible wheel chair if the facility is located on sand.

#

Expanded Question

Notes

1

Is there an accessible route to the entrance of the beach or facility containing a
swimming pool, wading pool, and/or spa?

2

Is there an accessible route from the facility entrance to the swimming pool,
wading pool and/or spa?

3

Does the park or facility have a beach wheelchair available for use?

4

If there is a swimming pool with ≥ 300 linear feel (perimeter) of pool wall, does
it have a sloped entry or lift?

5

Is there a second means of entry that is a transfer wall, transfer system, sloped
entry, lift or stairs?

6

If there is a swimming pool with ≤ 300 linear feet of pool wall, does it have a
sloped entry or pool lift?

7

If there is a wave action pool, leisure river, sand bottom pool, or other pool
where accessibility is limited to one area, does it have a pool lift, sloped entry or
transfer system?

8

If there is a wading pool, does it have a sloped entry?

9

If there is a spa, does it have a pool lift, transfer wall or transfer system?

10

If there is a catch pool does it have an accessible route to the edge of the pool?

SW6

Questions 11 - 24 refer to a sloped entry

11

If a sloped entry is provided, is the width ≥ 36in.?

12

Is the surface stable and firm?
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13

Does the sloped entry extend to a depth ≥ 24 inches and ≤ 30 inches below
the stationary water level?

SW13

14

If this is a wading pool, does the sloped entry and landings, if provided, extend
to the deepest part of the pool?

SW14

15

Is the running slope ≤ 8.3%?

SW15

16

If the running slope is ≥ 5%, are there level landings at the top and bottom of
the sloped entry that are ≥ 60 inches long and as wide as the sloped entry?

SW16

17

If the running slope ≥ 5% and the sloped entry is ≥ 30 feet long, are there level
landings ≥ 60 inches long and as wide as the sloped entry at intervals ≤ 30
feet?

18

Is the cross slope ≤ 2%?

19

Are there handrails on both sides of the sloped entry?

20

Do the handrails extend at least 12 inches beyond the top of the sloped entry?

21

Is the width between handrails ≥ 33 inches and ≤ 38 inches?

22

Is the top of the handrail gripping surface ≥ 34 inches and ≤ 38 inches above
the sloped entry surface?

23

If the handrail gripping surface is Circular, is the diameter ≥ 1.25 inches and ≤
2 inches?

24

If the handrail gripping surface is Non-circular, is the perimeter ≥ 4 inches and
≤ 6.25 inches, and the cross section ≤ 2.25 inches?
Questions 25 - 36 refer to a transfer wall

25

If a transfer wall is provided, is there a clear deck space at the base of the transfer wall that is ≥ 60 inches wide and ≥ 60 inches long?

26

Is the slope of the clear deck space ≤ 2%?

27

Is there at least one grab bar?

SW27

28

Is/are the grab bar(s) perpendicular to the pool wall?

SW28
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Swim Facility

29

Does/do the grab bar(s) extend the full depth of the transfer wall?

SW29

30

Is the top of the grab bar(s) gripping surface ≥ 4 inches and ≤ 6 inches above
the transfer wall?

SW30

31

If the grab bar(s) gripping surface is Circular, is the the diameter ≥ 1.25 inches
and ≤ 2 inches?

SW31

32

If the grab bar(s) gripping surface is Non-circular, is it ≥4 inches and ≤ 6.25
inches in perimeter and ≤ 2.25 inches in cross section?

SW32

33

Is the space between the grab bar(s) and projecting objects above ≥ 12 inches?

34

Can the grab bar(s) support ≥ 250 pounds at any point on the grab bar(s),
fastener, mounting device, or supporting structure?

SW6

SW13

SW15 - 16
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SW14

SW25

SW27 - 30

SW31 - 32
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SW37

