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Residents register high satisfaction with life in county
Washington County residents report
that they enjoy a higher quality of life
than those in most counties across the
nation, according to a survey recently
completed by the county.
The survey was conducted by mail and
online in January and February. "Our
residents' opinion that overall quality
of life is high is very important our
County Board," said Commissioner
Stan Karwoski, District 2. "We use
the survey findings as a tool to make
investments that will improve our
county."
The positive rating for quality of
life remained at about the same as
the last time the county surveyed its
residents in 2019. The survey was
done by National Research Center
(NRC)/Polco in conjunction with four
other Minnesota counties, Dakota,
Scott, Olmsted, and St. Louis. The
survey was mailed to 3,000 homes
in the county, with 600 residents in
each of Washington County’s five
commissioner districts being invited to
complete the survey. Of that number
22% of the surveys, or 648, were
returned or completed online with
a relatively equal number from each
commissioner district.
The key finding in the survey was that
Washington County residents report
that they enjoy a higher quality of
life than those in most other counties
across the nation. Because NRC/Polco
works with counties and cities from all
over the country, it compares responses

collected in Washington County with
responses collected nationally.
Survey participants evaluated 12 aspects
of living in their community. The toprated dimensions of the community
that make up the quality of the
community are:
• outdoor recreational opportunities;
• ease of travel by car;
• overall image or reputation of the
county;
• rural character and natural
environment; and
• overall feeling of safety.
Residents generally feel safe, but have
a growing concern about safety. The
rating for an overall feeling of safety
slipped from 72 on a 100-point scale to
66 between 2019 and 2022. Residents
generally feel safe from violent crime,
and in their own neighborhoods, but
are concerned about being injured
when walking or biking along county
roads, about distracted drivers on
county roads, and by identity theft.

Residents are moderately concerned
about health and environmental
issues in the county. While they are
less concerned about overweight
children and adults and heart disease
than they were in the past, they are
more concerned about loneliness.
Top environmental concerns center
on quality and quantity of the water
supply and in lakes and streams;
additional concerns are energy use,
climate change, and quantity of water.
County services and government
performance are satisfactory to
residents. The county received high
marks for informing residents,
supporting the quality of life in the
county, the value that the county
services add to the quality of life, and
for listening to residents.
County services rated above the
national benchmarks of NRC/Polco
are:
• county libraries;

Resident survey

(continued on page 4)
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Washington County ready for voting for General Election
There are many ways to vote in the Nov. 8 General Election – via mail, in-person
absentee, and on Election Day. Learn more on the Washington County website
www.co.washington.mn.us by searching “voting.”
Absentee ballots may be dropped off with an election official at any of the Vote
Centers during operating hours.
Polling locations will be open in Washington County Nov. 8 from 7 a.m. to
8 p.m. Voters may find their polling location and other election information at
www.mnvotes.org.
The Washington County Election Division may be reached at 651-430-6175
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

I
Voted

In-person absentee voting will
begin Sept. 23 and run through
Nov. 7 at five Vote Centers:
Cottage Grove Service Center
13000 Ravine Parkway,
Cottage Grove
Oakdale City Hall
1584 Hadley Ave. N., Oakdale
Headwaters Service Center
19955 Forest Road N,.
Forest Lake
Washington County
Government Center
14949 62nd St. N., Stillwater
Woodbury Central Park/
R.H. Stafford Library, Lower Level
8595 Central Park Place,
Woodbury
Hours are Monday through Friday,
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Additional inperson absentee voting hours will
be 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Nov.
5, and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday,
Nov. 7.

Construction begins on trail, boat launch improvements at LEPR
Construction begins in August for the
Central Greenway Regional Trail within
Lake Elmo Park Reserve.
The project includes the reconstruction
of 1.8 miles of existing paved trails to
meet regional trail standards and, where
needed, building new trail segments as
part of the regional trail.
"Washington County parks and trails
are highly-regarded and very much used
by residents and visitors alike," said
Commissioner Gary Kriesel, District 3.
"My colleagues on the County Board
and I are pleased when we are able to
make improvements such as these to
parks and trails."
Reconfiguration of the main park
entrance road will minimize trail and
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road user conflicts and provide a safer
experience for all. This includes adding
a dedicated parking lane and sidewalk
and providing trail users the option
to bypass the contact station on a
reconstructed trail on the east side of
the station.

Giesen at 651-430-4336 or andrew.
giesen@co.washington.mn.us

The project will add a parking lot,
as well as a canoe and kayak launch,
near the existing boat launch, with
the addition of 11 passenger vehicle
parking stalls. The parking lot at the
contact station will also be expanded to
accommodate staff use.
More information is on the county
website www.co.washington.mn.us by
searching “central greenway project.”
For questions, reach out to Andrew
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Be safe from tick-related diseases while outdoors in county
and gear; follow label instructions;
• wear long sleeves, pants, and lightcolored clothing to spot ticks easily;
•w
 ear closed-toe shoes and tuck pants
into socks, or wear gaiters;
• scan clothes and exposed skin
frequently for ticks;
• t ake a shower within two hours of
returning indoors.

Kris Keller, epidemiologist, and Joe Sanders, senior environmental specialist, perform
a tick drag at Lake Elmo Park Reserve, a method to collect ticks by sweeping the
ground with a white canvas cloth.

Washington County is considered a
high-risk area for tick-related diseases
in Minnesota, based on historically
high rates of tickborne diseases, and
because of its tick-friendly habitat.

Lyme Disease, which is spread through
the bite of an infected blacklegged
tick, commonly known as the deer
tick, is one of the top-reported
infectious diseases in the county.

"Most tick bites happen in the
summer when ticks are most active
and people spend more time outdoors
camping, hiking, or working in their
gardens," said Commissioner Lisa
Weik, District 5. "But you can also get
bitten in the warmer months of early
fall, or even late winter if temperatures
are unusually high. And if there is
a mild winter, ticks may come out
much earlier than usual, posing an
unexpected risk for outdoor activities
at that time of the year."

To prevent infection, check for ticks
often and remove them right away. Take
steps to reduce the risk of tick bites:
• stay on well-cleared trails and avoid
tall vegetation;
• use a repellant with at least 20%
Deet; follow label instructions;
• wear permethrin-treated clothing

If you find a tick attached to your
body, remove it as soon as possible.
If a rash, often with a bull’s eye
appearance, or symptoms, such as
fever, chills, stiff neck, muscle, and
joint pain develop after a tick bite,
or even after outdoor activities, it is
important to see a doctor right away.
To better understand tick behavior,
genetics, and tickborne illness,
Washington County Public Health &
Environment collects ticks through
tick-dragging. Deer ticks collected
are sent to universities for disease
testing and research. This summer,
the department is partnering with the
University of Minnesota and Texas
A&M University.
Testing helps to understand disease
prevalence in the tick population.
Research compares tick-seeking
behavior and genetic differences
between tick populations in different
parts of the country.

Understanding ticks helps prevent the spread of disease. For more
information, see www.co.washington.mn.us/ticks or call the Public Health
& Environment telephone line at 651-430-6655.

WASHINGTON COUNTY

FESTIVAL

LAKE ELMO PARK RESERVE | SOUTH PAVILION
SATURDAY | SEPTEMBER 10 | 2-6 P.M.
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Parks add watercraft rentals at Square Lake, Cottage Grove
Washington County Parks have added
watercraft rentals to its paddling
portfolio.
Park visitors may now rent kayaks and
stand-up paddleboards through their
smartphone or other online device,
which serve as a guide to using the
rental stations. These stations, known
as iPaddleports, offer a contactless
outdoor adventure at Cottage Grove
Ravine Regional Park and Square Lake
Park.

Program notes:
• Reservations are open through Labor
Day from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily.
• Each reservation is in two-hour
increments.
• Arrive early as parking is not
guaranteed.
The program is funded through a
Metropolitan Council equity grant
designed to reduce barriers for those
who want to experience kayaking and
paddleboarding.

iPaddleports provide rental opportunities for kayaks and stand-up paddleboards at
Square Lake Park and Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park.

For more information on Parks programming, see www.co.washington.
mn.us/parks or call the Parks information line at 651-430-8370.

Resident survey (continued from page 1)
• county parks and recreation;
• recycling and drop-off services;
• snow and ice removal;
• disaster preparedness; and
• services provided to older adults.
Seven in 10 respondents had visited a
park or trail at least three times in the
last year, which rose from six in 10 in
the last survey. Those who have not
visited a park note a lack of time to
do so, the vehicle permit fee, and not
knowing about the parks as barriers to
a visit.
Residents noted that the protection
and management of natural areas,
off-road trails, programs for learning
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about nature and outdoor recreation,
community events, and access to
rental equipment were important
services in Washington County Parks.

tended to be rated positively. Aspects
of those initiatives important to
residents are:

When asked about the impact that the
COVID-19 pandemic had on them,
residents cited the economic impact
on the local economy as the most
concerning effect for them.

• c reating a community welcoming of
all backgrounds and cultures; and

Diversity initiatives of the county

• treating all residents with respect;

•p
 roviding opportunities for residents
with different opinions to voice their
concerns.

Full results may be found on the Washington County
website at www.co.washington.mn.us, by searching
“resident survey.” Residents may also call Amanda
Hollis, Senior Planner, at 651-430-6021 for more
information on the survey.
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County Board seeks input on proposed 2023 budgets, levies

The Washington County Board of
Commissioners continues to review the
county property tax levies and budgets
for 2023 before final approval Dec. 13.
An evening public budget meeting
will be at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 6, in
the Board Room of the Government
Center in Stillwater, which will be open
for public comment. The Government
Center is at 14949 N. 62nd St. in
Stillwater.

"The county's budget process is meant
to be guided by the people we serve,"
said Commissioner Fran Miron, District 1. "As the board works to meet the
mandates of state and federal governments and local needs, we must balance
those service costs, recognizing the
impacts to property owners in Washington County. Your engagement in
the process will help guarantee the best
service possible in an affordable way."

The County Board receives presentations from individual departments on
the proposed budget during workshops
through August. The public is invited
to the workshops; they are noted in the
board’s agenda posting each week. The
workshops are webcast and the archives
can be found on the county website
at co.washington.mn.us by searching
“county board” and then seeing the
“County Board Meeting Webstream”
button.

All budget presentations will be placed on the county
website and may be found at www.co.washington.
mn.us by searching “budget.” Janna Oman, the
county’s budget/financial analyst, may be reached at
651-430-6006.

License centers’ hours will change for better customer service
Washington County license centers
hours have changed, starting Aug. 1.
Hours at the license centers, which are
in Woodbury, Stillwater, and Forest
Lake, are:
• Monday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
•W
 ednesday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
•F
 riday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The centers are closed Saturday and
Sunday.
The changes are being made to provide
improved customer service and shorten
wait times. Licensing center staffing
is being impacted by a reduction in
available workers, and a reduced pool
of applicants, not unlike other retail
businesses. That has led to longer wait
times for customers. It is expected that,
while the centers will be open for fewer
hours, the centers will be fully staffed
when they are open, allowing for more
efficient customer service.

The county reviewed the transaction
data at each license center to determine
the busiest times and the slowest times
for visits to the centers and set the new
hours to accommodate customers during the busiest times.
Customers should check the county
website for services at the license
centers. Drop boxes are available at the
license centers for motor vehicle tab
renewals.

Forest Lake Service Center

The license centers are at:
• Headwaters Service Center,
19955 Forest Road N., Forest Lake;
• Valley Ridge Mall,
1520 West Frontage Road, Stillwater;

Stillwater Service Center

• 2150 Radio Drive,
Woodbury.
See the website at www.co.washington.
mn.us and search “service center”
for more information or call 651275-7000 for assistance. The website
explains what services are available at
each location.

Woodbury Service Center
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Help shape future of Washington County Library
“It’s important that the
new strategic plan is
grounded in data about
current library services
and informed by the
needs and experiences
of Washington County
residents. We are looking
forward to hearing
about ways to better
address the needs of our
communities.”
–Commissioner
Wayne Johnson, District 4
community members, assemble focus
groups, and help draft the strategic plan
with a focus on diversity, equity, and
inclusion.

Washington County is updating the
library’s strategic plan, a document that
defines library goals and helps guide
county leaders in making decisions for
the department.
To gather feedback, Washington
County Library is asking community
members – both those who use the
libraries and those who don’t – to complete a short survey. The survey, which
takes less than 10 minutes to complete,
asks participants if and where they use
the library, the services that are most
important to them, and their preferences on library open hours. The survey
is open until Sept. 15 and can be found
at WashCoLib.org/Survey.
The library and its consultant will use
results from the survey and other community engagement to complete a draft
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of the strategic plan by the end of the
year. The updated strategic plan will
guide library and county leaders in setting goals and prioritizing funding for
library programs and services beginning
in early 2023.
The current strategic plan, updated in
2016, helped the library set goals, such
as expanding outreach efforts, updating
library buildings, and implementing
additional technology training for the
public.
Updating the library’s strategic plan
involves working with library staff,
county planners, and the public to review data about library operations and
gather feedback about library services.
To support this work, the library has
hired Genesis Consulting, a Minnesota-based firm, to reach underserved

One of the library’s priorities for the
new strategic plan is to ensure it is
informed by the perspectives of community members. This is especially
important knowing that library services
will need to evolve to meet the changing needs of residents who are recovering from the COVID-19 pandemic.
Residents may find the survey at
WashCoLib.org/Survey, use the QR
code noted, or call 651-275-8500 for
direction to the main menu to select a
library branch that they want to reach.
Paper copies of the survey are also available at Washington County Library
branches.

Take the Survey!
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Washington County Board of Commissioners

Washington County Commissioners develop policy and make decisions and laws that
govern the county. Commissioners encourage calls or emails on any issue related to
county government. For service-related questions, visit the county website at www.
co.washington.mn.us or call 651-430-6000 (TTY - 651-430-6246).

County Board Meetings

The County Board generally meets most Tuesdays at 9 a.m. Meetings take place at the
Washington County Government Center in Stillwater. Agendas and directions to the
building are posted online at www.co.washington.mn.us. See the county's website
calendar for details on the meeting schedule. Contact the Office of Administration at
651-430-6001 for more information.

Cable Television/Webstreaming

Board meetings are webstreamed live, and may be accessed from the county’s website under “County Board.” The webstreamed meetings are also archived on the county website. Board meetings are cablecast on government access channels throughout
the county. Meetings are shown several times throughout the week. For schedules,
contact local cable access channels or see the county website at www.co.washington.
mn.us and see “County Board” and “Board Meeting Guide.”

Washington County is an equal
opportunity organization
and employer
Vision
A great place to live, work and play…
today and tomorrow

Mission

Providing quality services through
responsible leadership, innovation
and the cooperation of dedicated
people

Values

Left to right, Fran Miron, Lisa Weik, Wayne A. Johnson, Gary Kriesel, Stan Karwoski

District 1 - Fran Miron

fran.miron@co.washington.mn.us
651-430-6211

District 2 - Stan Karwoski

stan.karwoski@co.washington.mn.us
651-430-6212

District 3 - Gary Kriesel

gary.kriesel@co.washington.mn.us
651-430-6213

District 4 - Wayne A. Johnson

wayne.a.johnson@co.washington.mn.us
651-430-6214

District 5 - Lisa Weik

lisa.weik@co.washington.mn.us
651-430-6215

• Ethical: to ensure public trust
through fairness, consistency and
transparency
• Stewardship: to demonstrate
tangible, cost-effective results
and protect public resources
• Quality: to ensure that services
delivered to the public are up
to the organization’s highest
standards
• Responsive: to deliver services
that are accessible, timely,
respectful and efficient
• Respectful: to believe in and
support the dignity and value of
all members of this community
• Leadership: to actively advocate
for and guide the County toward
a higher quality of life

Goals

• To promote the health, safety,
and quality of life of citizens
• To provide accessible, highquality services in a timely and
respectful manner
• To address today’s needs while
proactively planning for the
future
• To maintain public trust through
responsible use of public
resources, accountability, and
openness of government

A great place to live, work and play…today and tomorrow
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Magnuson sworn in as Washington County Attorney
Kevin Magnuson was sworn in as the Washington County
Attorney June 14.
Magnuson was appointed as County Attorney June 7 by
the County Board.
With the death of County Attorney Pete Orput Sunday,
April 3, a vacancy existed in the position of County Attorney. State law provides for ways in which to fill the vacancy,
and the County Board chose to appoint Magnuson to the
position.
Magnuson has filed for election to the County Attorney’s
Office in the November election, and he was the only person to have filed for election when filings closed at the end
of May.
Magnuson, surrounded by his family, was sworn in as Washington
County Attorney by Tenth Judicial District Judge Juanita C. Freeman.

We’re Hiring

A great place to work.
See Job Opportunities

HR POSTING

www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washingtonmn

8

A great place to live, work and play…today and tomorrow

2022

Environmental Update
Food: Too Good to Waste
Reducing food waste saves you money and reduces greenhouse gas
emissions. When we throw away food, it’s not the only thing going to
waste, but also all the resources that went into producing that food
(like water for growing crops and fuel for transporting them).

Do What’s Best for Your Wallet and the Planet
Recycling food scraps is a great option, but reducing food
waste is even better. Over 30% of all food grown in the U.S.
never gets eaten, and most of that waste is created by
households. This can cost a four-person family up to $1,500
per year! Fortunately, it only takes a few simple steps to
make a big impact.

Make Food Go the Extra Mile
Food storage can seem complicated, but we’re here to help
with simple tips to make the most of your groceries.
• Don’t wash your produce until you’re about to eat it.
• Freeze food items to extend their storage life. You can
also try freezing foods in portions so you can thaw out
just what you need.
• Avoid storing highly perishable items like milk in the
refrigerator door, because that’s the warmest place in
the fridge.
• Fruits like bananas produce ethylene gas which
speeds up the ripening process. Store fruits
separately to maximize storage life.

Scan to find tips to reduce food
waste in your home.

RecyclingandEnergy.org/Food-Waste-Reduction

Stay in the know. Subscribe
Subscribetoday!
today!
Sign up to receive
receive email
email updates
environmental services and
updates on environmental
events at
WashCoRecycles.com/Subscribe.
at WashCoRecycles.com/Subscribe.

Scan to
subscribe.

Food Scraps
Get Started with Food Scraps Drop-off
Over 20% of household trash is food scraps, like fruit peels, eggshells,
coffee grounds, bones, and more. By separating your food scraps,
you can help turn them into soil instead of becoming trash, providing
environmental, economic, and health benefits to our community.
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Sign up online and pick up a free starter kit!
Starter kits are available to Washington County residents
only, while supplies last. (Limited stock.)
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Start collecting food scraps at home.
Collect food scraps in a certified compostable bag. When the
bag is full, tie a single knot at the top to close the bag.
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Bring bagged food scraps to a drop-off site.
Drop-off sites are self-serve. Replacement bags are
available onsite.

Scan to get
your kit!

Items Accepted
Fruits and vegetables

Bread, pasta, beans, and rice

Meat, fish, and bones

Nuts and shells

Dairy products

Coffee grounds

Eggs and eggshells

Moldy or rotten food

For a full list of accepted and not accepted items, visit WashCoRecycles.com/FoodScraps.

Drop-off Locations
Environmental Center
4039 Cottage Grove Dr. | Woodbury
See next page for hours.

Northern Yard Waste Site
5527 170th St. N. | Hugo
See last page for hours.

Mahtomedi
800 Stillwater Rd. | Mahtomedi
Open 24/7.

Environmental Center
Environmental
Bring your household hazardous materials, electronics,
sharps, recyclables, food scraps, and more to the
Washington County Environmental Center.
4039 Cottage Grove Dr. | Woodbury
651-275-7475

Hours

For a full list of accepted and not accepted items,
visit: WashCoRecycles.com/EnviroCenter

One-Day Collection Events
Household hazardous waste and electronics only.
No recyclables or business waste.
Document shredding will be available. Limit: 4 boxes
per customer. Shredding capacity is limited and may be
reached before the end of the event.
September 10 and 17 | 8 a.m. – 2 p.m.
19987 Fitzgerald Tr. N. | Forest Lake
Enter at Headwaters Pkwy
Scan to view event details and how to
prepare materials for drop-off.

WashCoRecycles.com/CollectionEvents

Tuesdays

11 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Thursdays

8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Friday

8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Saturdays

8 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Closed: New Year’s Day, Independence Day, Veterans
Day, Thanksgiving, Friday after Thanksgiving, and
Christmas Day.

Paper Shredding Events
Documents will be shredded onsite by Shred Right and
recycled. Limit: 6 boxes weighing no more than 30 lbs
each. Open to residents and businesses.
Shredding events are popular. Please expect long wait
times or consider attending a one-day collection event.
September 28 and November 9 | 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Environmental Center
4039 Cottage Grove Dr. | Woodbury

Scan to view event details and how to
prepare materials for drop-off.

WashCoRecycles.com/Shredding

Yard Waste
It is illegal to put yard, garden, or tree waste into
the garbage. Bring yard waste to a designated
drop-off site in Washington County.

Washington County Site
Open to all county residents.

Northern Yard Waste Site
5527 170th St. N. | 651-275-7475
WashCoRecycles.com/YardWaste

Privately-Owned Sites
Open to all county residents.

Cottage Grove Rumpca Companies Inc.
9600 Glendenning Rd. | 651-459-1556
Denmark Township Gertens RES
12119 70th St. S. | 651-458-4412

City-Owned Sites

Open to city residents only.
Forest Lake
20001 Forest Blvd. N. | 651-464-3550
Marine on St. Croix
17201 St. Croix Trl. | 651-433-3636
Newport
1100 Bailey Rd. | 651-459-5677
Search the Disposal Directory to find more
drop-off locations: recyclesearch.com/wcdd

Become an Expert Recycler
This fall, join Washington County Public Health & Environment at your local Washington
County Library to learn more about waste reduction and recycling.

Topics Will Include:
Recycling
What items are generally accepted for
recycling, how to avoid “wish-cycling”, and
tips to recycle better.

Food Waste
How to reduce the amount of food wasted
and local options for recycling food scraps.

Check the events calendar for specific dates, times, and locations at WashCoLib.libcal.com/events

