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Provider Appreciation Day!
National Provider Appreciation Day, also known as National Child Care Provider Day,
is annually celebrated on the Friday before Mother’s Day. It is a special day set
aside to recognize child care providers, teachers, and other educators of young
children everywhere.

New Providers

Child care providers deserve a big “Thank you” for their dedication, commitment,
and compassion. This year National Provider Appreciation Day was on Friday, May 6!

February 2022
 Patricia Lichtscheidl
Scandia

Thank you for all you do for the children and families you serve. You have an
important job in providing a safe, caring environment where children can grow
and learn.
You may not hear the words often enough, but Thank You and you are appreciated!

Welcome Jennifer Rodriguez
Provider
Milestones
5 Years
 Michelle Groh
10 Years
 Katherine Printon
15 Years
 Kristine
Torgerud-Doehne
25 Years
 Connie Christiansen

Community Services
14949 62nd Street N.
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washington.mn.us/
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Our New Child Care Licensor
Child Care Licensing would like to introduce our new licensor, Jennifer Rodriguez.
Licensor Michelle has taken another job in the unit and will now be working with
child foster care providers.
I have a Bachelor’s Degree in Social
Work from Metropolitan State University.
I have worked at Washington County
since 2008, working in Child Protection
and most recently in Adult Services where
I completed assessments for individuals
in their home to identify supports to
remain living independently.
I live just across the St. Croix River with
my husband and two sons; one who is
attending school at Iowa State University
and the other who is a junior in High School
and keeps us busy running to swim/dive
meets throughout the year. We also have
a dog name Daisy who seems to notice
when I am meeting dogs during
my workday.
I am excited to work to provide support to
the child care providers of Washington County.
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Social Media
and Family
Child Care
Social Media is a part
of our everyday life
and is often used by
providers during family
child care business
hours. While it can be
a part of how a provider
runs their business, the
use of social media in
licensed family child care
programs may become
a violation concern
in certain circumstances.
In general, the use of
social media sites for
licensed family child
care providers is not
prohibited. However,
disclosing records or
pictures of children
served in licensed
programs without
written permission
from a parent/guardian
is prohibited. This
includes instances
when a provider uses
an “assumed” name
for a child in an attempt
to avoid identification.
Family child care rule
requires that providers
not disclose any records
of children in care to
any persons other than
the parents/guardians
of a child, the agency,
the department, and
medical or public
safety personnel
should the information
be necessary to protect
Continued on page 5
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Provider Highlight
The provider highlight for
this edition is Dani Dick
of Oakdale, Minnesota.
Dani has been a licensed
provider for 18 years.
Dani was chosen for
her enthusiasm to keep
the children active and
happy at their home-awayfrom- home and for her
passion to follow the
child care rules.
Dani was asked what she
enjoys about her child care
business. You can tell that
she loves her job because she had many
answers to the question. Dani said that
at the end of the day, her favorite things
are their little voices, their stories, and
the sounds of their laughs that put a smile
on her face each and every day and bring
joy and light to her home.
Recently Dani has begun to incorporate
exercise into her daily routine to help the
children learn how important it is for both
their mental and physical health to move
each day. It also helps to get some of the
energy out on those cold winter days! Some
ideas that she uses to help the children stay
active include: Friday dance parties with a disco
rainbow light and the kids get to request their
favorite song; neighborhood walks in the Little
Tikes wagon; lots of outdoor play time; and
fidget boxes to help kids
with self-regulation.

Holidays, birthdays, and
traditions are celebrated
in Dani’s program. Their
most recent celebration
was Easter with an annual
egg hunt. All the children
get baskets and bunny ears
to find about 100 eggs that
were hidden in the yard.
The children get very
Continued on page 3
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Continued from Provider Highlight page 2
excited and light up each time they find an egg.
Dani enjoys watching each individual child learn and grow
at their own pace in her home.

Thanks Dani for providing a fun, cozy, learning
environment for your children where they feel safe
and loved.

Newborn Lounger Recall
Consumer Product Safety Commission has recalled over
three million newborn loungers after eight infant deaths.
Infants can suffocate if they roll, move, or are placed on
the lounger in a position that obstructs breathing, or roll
off the lounger onto an external surface, such as an adult
pillow or soft bedding that obstructs breathing.

If you have this product, stop use immediately. View
the recall on the Consumer Product Safety Commission
website for more information on product details.

Are you the Next Provider of the Year?
Are you committed to children? Do you demonstrate
special qualities in your child care? Well, you may be
the next Washington County Provider of the Year!
Every year Washington County recognizes one licensed
family child care provider for providing quality child care,
being a vital part of our community, and making it
possible for children to grow and learn in a safe,
healthy environment.
Washington County’s Provider of the Year is not only
outstanding but also meets the following requirements:
 Actively licensed for a minimum of three years.
(This three-year minimum is prior to the
nomination deadline).
 Has not previously received this award within the
last 10 years.
 Exhibits special skills.
 Demonstrates professional skills in their child care
and in the community.
 Makes a positive impact on the lives of
young children.
 Has future goals to further enhance her/his
competency as a child care provider.
 Does not have any pending negative licensing action
in process and is not on a conditional license or in
an appeal.
 Has not had any verified complaints or potential
disqualifiers within the last five years specific to:
supervision, behavior guidance, over capacity, infant
sleep environment, sanitation, and health.

The Process: Licensors pick random parents from your
Enrollment form to send a Nomination form. Those
parents have the choice to complete a paper or online
questionnaire about their provider. Nominations received
by January 31 are reviewed to assure the nominees meet
the requirements. Parents may be contacted to provide
more information. A panel of six, consisting of Washington
County staff from various departments and a staff from
an outside agency (Parent Aware, Food Program), review
the nomination questionnaires and vote to choose the
Provider of the Year.
The chosen provider receives special recognition from
the Washington County Board and Child Care Licensing
team. Pre-COVID times, the provider was recognized at
a Washington County board meeting which was followed
by a celebration. Children and families were welcomed.
A celebration may look different during these pandemic
times, i.e. A PARTY IN A BOX! The Licensing team delivers
decorations, snacks, etc. so you can celebrate indoors or
outdoors with your children and families at your leisure.
The Provider of the Year receives recognition in the
Washington County paper as well.
If you think you’re the next Provider of the Year and your
parents sing your praises, encourage (don’t force) them
to complete the online nomination form. You can also
search the Washington County website to find the
the Licensed Family Child Care Provider of the Year
Nomination Form.

May / June 2022

Page 4

Let Your Stars Shine!

We’re currently accepting applications for the upcoming
July 2022 cohort of Parent Aware.
For all licensed childcare programs who are looking for
ways to go above the basic health and safety standards
and increase quality care and education in their programs,
they can do that through the Parent Aware. You can
receive free coaching, advising, professional development,
ongoing support, and much more.

Learn how to enhance the quality of your childcare
program with low-cost trainings, free coaching,
and up to $6k in grants through Parent Aware!!
To check out the Parent Aware website search tools,
visit the Parent Aware website.
Questions or more information? Contact Tanisha
Lungelow at 651-233-2297 or via email.

To watch how providers in Parent Aware are
individualizing teaching and instruction
for children in their care and setting them on
the path to successful kindergarten readiness,
view this YouTube video.

Reminder: Enhanced Background Study Deadline - July 2
The Department of Human Services (DHS) began
implementing enhanced background studies in 2018 for
all licensed child care programs, certified licensed-exempt
centers, and non-licensed providers participating in CCAP.
These enhanced background studies are required by
federal law.
The enhanced studies were suspended in April 2020 when
DHS began conducting emergency background studies
during the COVID pandemic and peacetime emergency.
As of September 15, 2021, the Department of Human
Services has resumed fingerprint-based background
studies for all child care providers. All Washington County
providers received a mailing in November giving
instructions for enhanced background studies for
their program:







All enhanced background studies need to be
completed by July 2, 2022.
DHS is paying the cost of enhanced fingerprint
studies to get all providers in compliance with
federal regulations.
Enhanced studies will be good for five years.
Appointments are required at fingerprint locations.

Additional information on the background study process
can be found on the DHS website.
If you cannot find your instruction packet, don’t know
if you have completed the study, or have questions
regarding the process, please contact your child care
licensor immediately.
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Continued from Social Media and Family Child Care page 2
the health and safety of the child. Providers may
disclose information necessary to comply with

reporting requirements for suspected abuse and
neglect. (9502.0345, subpart 2).
Article by DHS Licensing

4-Year-Old Milestones Show Continued Growth in Development








Sings a song or says a rhyme from memory
Says first and last name
Communicates clearly and speaks in
complete sentences
Negotiates solutions to conflicts
Prefers playing with other children than playing alone
Understands the concept of counting and may
know numbers
Draws a person with two to four body parts

For a 4-year-old, parents and caregivers can encourage
a child’s development in the following ways:


Give the child crayons, markers, and a variety
of play materials
Read with the child every day
Pay attention when the child is talking
Give the child opportunities to play with
other children
Say positive things to the child
Urge the child to use words to ask for help

The developmental milestones for a 4-year-old are
focused on continued growth. Just a couple years ago,
a ball was something to grasp at with little fingers; now,
she’s catching a bounced ball and throwing it back.
Deeper cognitive reasoning is emerging, as he
understand the concepts of same and different,
and begins to follow more complex instructions.





While every child grows at his or her own rate,
Help Me Grow offers the following developmental
milestones as typical for a 4-year-old.

Developmental milestones help you understand what’s
typical in a child’s development. To learn more about
these milestones and how to encourage a child’s progress
at different ages, visit the Help Me Grow website.

These markers help monitor a child’s progress:
 Catches a bounced ball most of the time
 Tells stories and recalls parts of stories
 Plays cooperatively with other children
 Copies simple shapes
 Understands the concept of same and different
 Follows instructions with two or three steps
 Hops and stands on one foot for a few seconds




Portions of this content, developed by Help Me Grow
Minnesota, may have previously appeared elsewhere.

New Phone Number or Email Address
Please keep your licensor informed of
any changes to your home/cell phone
numbers or email address so you can

continue to receive notifications from us. You may contact
your licensor directly or email us with your changes.
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Training
DISCLAIMER: In preparation of this newsletter, every effort has been made to offer the most current, correct, and clearly
expressed information possible. Nevertheless, inadvertent errors in information may occur. For training information, please
check the sponsor listing to be certain of all the details related to the training.

Sponsored by:
Washington County Community Services
Quarterly Information Meeting

We’ll be holding a provider-focused forum to provide
an opportunity for you to give input regarding the future
of family child care. This will be a place for providers to
ask questions, share concerns about licensing practices,
make suggestions, communicate needs, and gain an
understanding of why rules and practices are currently
in place.
Date/Time: Tuesday, May 24 • 5:30-7 p.m.
Fee/Credit: Free / 1.5 hours
Location: Teams (online)
Registration: Must register via email
CARS (Children and Restraint Systems) Training
Prior to transporting children under the age of nine,
providers must satisfactorily complete training on the
proper use and installation of child restraint systems.
KCF: VIIB
Date/Time: Thursday, June 16 • 6-9 p.m.
Fee/Credit: $30 / 3 hours
Location: Stillwater Government Center
Registration: Via email
*Payment must be received within one week after
registering. Mail payment to:
Washington County Community Services
Attn: Tamara Sparrow
P.O. Box 30
Stillwater, MN 55082
Child Care Rules/Statutes Refresher Training
County licensors will be reviewing the rules, statutes, and
any recent legislative changes in child care licensing, as
well as the responsibilities of the Minnesota Department
of Human Services (DHS), Washington County, and
licensed providers. There will be an opportunity to

ask questions. This training can count for two hours of the
16 hours of miscellaneous training needed each year but
will not be posted on Develop.
Date/Time: Thursday, July 14 • 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Fee/Credit: Free / 2 hours
Location: Teams (online)
Registration: Must register via email by
Monday, July 11.
Think Small
Registration: Via the Think Small website.
In-Person Classes:
SUID/AHT (Sudden Unexpected Infant Death/
Abusive Head Trauma)
KCF: VIIB
Date/Time: Tuesday, May 24 • 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Fee/Credit: Free / 2 in-service hours
Location: Oakdale Discovery Center, Oakdale
Parenting Parents
Explore how to effectively communicate with parents
when dealing with a variety of issues. Some of the topics
that will be examined are: disciplining children, nutrition,
sleep issues, etc. Recognize different ways to talk to
parents when dealing with touchy topics such as biting,
hitting, picking their child up late, parents who are
dissatisfied with your care, and discussing a child who
has a special need. This information will be presented to
help professionals communicate with parents in a positive
way, which will help parents to be more open to working
together with providers to resolve any conflict that
may arise. KCF: III
Date/Time: Tuesday, May 25 • 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Fee/Credit: $10 / 2 in-service hours
Location: Think Small, Little Canada

Continued on page 7
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How Culture can Influence our Interactions
with Children and Families
Describe how cultural factors can influence our
interactions with children and families. Complete a
self-assessment on cultural and linguistic competencies
and identify ways to use the information to improve
program quality. KCF: III
Date/Time: Saturday, June 11 • 8:30-10:30 a.m.
Fee/Credit: $10 / 2 in-service hours
Location: Veterans Memorial Community Center,
Inver Grove Heights
Young Children with Developmental Delays
This course addresses the following topic areas: risk
factors related to developmental delay in young children;
types of mild developmental delays across developmental
domains including fine and gross motor delays, mild
cognitive delays and speech and language delays; optimal
practices that can be implemented in a child care setting;
influencing factors for “transient” developmental delay;
and Child Find and screening. KCF: I
Date/Time: Saturday, June 11 •
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Fee/Credit: $20 / 4 in-service hours
Location: Forest Lake Area High School,
Forest Lake
Online Classes:
Discovery Bottles
Capture the wonder and excitement of density, magnets,
sound, seasons, waves, light, and much more in a simple
bottle…with items found around the home. Discovery
bottles bring science into the hands of children in unique
ways and foster their cognitive development through
independent and collaborative exploration. They are
also relaxing and fun for both children and adults. Learn
specific ideas for Discovery, I Spy, Letter, and Scents-ory
Bottles, and learn how to create your own in this fun
“make & take." Warning: May instill an immediate desire
to consume massive amounts of bottled water. KCF: IIB
Date/Time: Thursday, May 19 • 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Fee/Credit: $10 / 2 in-service hours

Building Relationships with Families: The Beginning
Explore this web-based course and recognize the
importance of families passing their traditions and
culture on to their children. From the simple beginnings
of a given name, build relationships with families and
explore how to support children in your program. KCF: III
Date/Time: Thursday, June 2 • 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Fee/Credit: $10 / 2 in-service hours
Outdoor Play: Creating Engaging Environments
Develop a deeper understanding of the importance of
outdoor environments in young children’s development
during this online course. Explore activities and materials
needed to implement more engaging outdoor play
experiences for young children. Design an outdoor plan
for your early childhood space. KCF: IIB
Date/Time: Thursday, June 9 • 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Fee/Credit: $24 / 2 in-service hours
Health and Safety I
This series based course, intended for experienced
providers, meets Licensing in-service requirements
as well as health and safety requirements from the
Child Care Development Fund. Participants will explore
Minnesota Rule 2 licensing standards and best practices
around health and safety. KCF: VIIB
Date/Time: Monday, June 20 • 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Fee/Credit: Free / 2 in-service hours
Building Foundations: Positive Community with Children
In this online course, discover positive communication
practices that result in healthier relationships between
adults and children. Explore how positive and negative
communication patterns impact children’s self-awareness
and ability to communicate with others. Implement
strategies that will assist children in building pro-social
skills that will last a lifetime. KCF: IIC
Date/Time: Tuesday, June 28 • 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Fee/Credit: $10 / 2 in-service hours

Community Services
Child Care Licensing
14949 62nd Street North
Stillwater, MN 55082
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Washington County Child Care Licensing Contact Information







Annie Walton, Licensor:
Becky Knighton, Senior Licensor:
Jenna Stringer, Intake Licensor:
Jennifer Rodriguez, Licensor:
Becky Motzko, Licensing Unit Supervisor:
Child Care Licensing Email/Case Aide Phone Line:

Email / 651-430-6539
Email / 651-430-6574
Email / 651-430-6598
Email / 651-430-6485
Email / 651-430-6476
Email / 651-430-8307

Key Contacts





Language Line: Hmong, Spanish, Somali
Think Small:
Grants
Parent Aware Coach: Tanisha Lungelow
Professional Development
Training/register for classes through the Develop website

651-665-0150
651-287-6919
Email / 651-233-2297
651-641-3549

Contact Us for Article Submissions
For questions or to submit article submissions, contact Becky Knighton as shown above. The Child Care Licensing
Program of Washington County Community Services publishes this newsletter bi-monthly.

