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Karin Housley presented Pete Orput
and Dan Starry with awards in
recognition of their service to
Washington County.
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Message from the County Attorney……
The Future is Bright
2021 was an extraordinary year that presented challenges never
before faced in my long career. However, the staff of the Washington
County Attorney’s Office rose to the occasion by creating efficiencies and
improvements to our office that allowed us to maintain our focus on the
mission of justice and safety for the residents of Washington County. We
look forward to 2022 with a great deal of excitement and optimism that
celebrates the arrival of many new staff – all of whom are leaders in their
profession and committed to excellence in public service.
I am proud of the hard work the staff performs each and every day
and in order to keep the community informed we publish this annual report
to spotlight the accomplishments of the office. We also want to be
transparent about the perceived increase in violent crime since the pandemic and the challenges of
catching up on the COVID-related trial backlog. In responding to the pandemic, our focus has been on
prioritizing services for crime victims and trying to keep pending cases from building up to an
unmanageable level. Our criminal litigation group rose to the challenge in part by refining our drug
diversion program which emphasizes evidence based treatment opportunities that lead to better recovery
outcomes. The benefit of this approach beyond the reduction in repeat offenders is an increased court
capacity for those cases that involve serious violent crimes. In addition this effort helps make progress
toward our long-term goal of reducing prosecution of people dealing with mental health issues and
substance use who pose no public safety risk.
Now let me share more about what we delivered in 2021 for our community, law enforcement
partners, and citizens inside and outside the courtroom. Our dedicated prosecutors filed 1231 criminal
complaints in 2021. In the juvenile division, we had a significant number of child protection court filings
that mirrored pre-pandemic levels but required more court appearances due to pandemic induced delays.
Our juvenile staff worked hard with our juvenile justice partners to find ways to protect the children by
holding remote audio and video hearings to keep cases moving forward. On the juvenile prosecution side
of the caseload, juvenile division prosecutors filed twice the number of adult certifications and extended
juvenile jurisdiction motions than in a typical year. Our civil attorneys continued to assist all the county
departments processing contracts and other legal documents despite the limitations of no in person
meetings.
2021 also saw fears arise in some of our communities over what seemed to be a rash of auto
thefts and garage break-ins.
The Washington County Attorney’s office responded fast and early by
assigning two prosecutors to vigorously prosecute those cases resulting in many convictions and
sentencings. We have also aggressively pursued organized retail theft rings and those stealing mail and
packages. Working closely with Sheriff Dan Starry and our local police agencies we have teamed up
closely to assure our communities that we are responding to lawlessness with aggressiveness and a
commitment to our victims.
Members of the office remain deeply grateful for the opportunity to serve
the citizens of this great county and we look forward to working with you and our
communities to make a difference in the quality of life for all citizens of
Washington County.
Thanks everyone for your support!

Pete Orput
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Administrative
Division
Overview Administrative Division
The administrative division is responsible for planning and executing
a comprehensive range of administrative services that support the mission of
the Washington County Attorney and the work of all divisions within the
office. Under the direction of the County Attorney, it develops and
implements operating policies and procedures to protect public safety while
being fiscally prudent. Thanks to the County Attorney's fiscal restraint, the
operating cost of the office is well below other metropolitan area offices.

Brent Wartner
First Assistant
County Attorney

The division is overseen by the First Assistant, Brent Wartner, who
is the principal advisor to the County Attorney on administrative matters. The administrative division
provides guidance on the management and use of the office’s financial, human and physical resources,
systems and information management; automated litigation support; case management; records
management; and media relations. The administrative staff must work closely with all divisions to ensure
compliance with and implementation of all policies, standards and mandates of the office.

Systems and Information Management
Administrative Services Manager Jennifer Baltaian is responsible for the
effective management of our 7.6 million dollar annual budget, support services
matters, and technological resources and initiatives. During the past decade,
progress in automation has tremendously increased the efficiency and costeffectiveness of the office. For example the implementation of our case
management system (LENS 9.0) permits the sharing of information with other
law enforcement agencies, such as the Sheriff's Office, District Court, local
police departments, the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, and outside
governmental agencies, greatly increasing the overall efficiency of the office.
Jennifer Baltaian with the assistance of supervisor Jenny
Nelson is responsible for management of office legal
support services staff consisting of 13 legal
assistants, 4 paralegals and an office specialist
Jenn Baltaian
position.
Administrative Services
Manager
Office Supervisor Jenny Nelson is responsible for the day-to-day
workflow of the office and supervises support staff and the front desk staffing,
operation and customer service. She also coordinates office operations and
processes to ensure that policies and procedures are followed and updated as
needed. Jenny manages special projects such as office record retention and the
office evidence.com program and coordinates with other agencies on the use
and efficiency of that program.
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Jenny Nelson
Office Supervisor
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Administrative Division
In 2021 over 2,041 people attended over 27 presentations
sponsored by County Attorney’s office staff.
Public Relations and Media
As the Law Enforcement Public Information Manager, Laura Perkins
leads public information efforts for the County Attorney, the County Sheriff,
and their staff. She serves as the liaison between the County and the media,
other governmental agencies, and the public. Laura facilitates the office
responses to a variety of requests, including press conferences, media requests
for statements and interviews, and community events. While information
regarding pending cases must be safeguarded to ensure effective prosecution,
this need must be balanced with the public’s right to know.
Laura Perkins
Public Information
Manager

Executive Assistant to the County Attorney
The Executive Assistant works closely with the County Attorney and
First Assistant in planning, developing, and implementing all aspects of the
office. Cathy participates in the operation, organization and planning of the
County Attorney’s office for matters that affect the office, its duties, operations
and responsibilities. She coordinates the office responses to a multitude of
requests, community events, website content, published materials and assists
with public relations and media.

Cathy Rochel
Executive Assistant

Customer Service
In 2021 the office of the County Attorney’s main line received over
1,600 phone calls. The processing and fielding each of these calls can range from
case status inquiries to attorney and victim advocate assignments, directions or
other general inquiries.
Jeri Peck
Office Specialist

Planning and Development

The administrative division prepares the long and short range strategic planning for the office,
including participation in the county-wide strategic plan. The administrative division coordinates
purchasing and inventory tracking to ensure fiscal responsibility and maintain the yearly budget of the
office. The division also pursues state and federal partnerships and funding in an effort to minimize
requests for additional local funding.
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Civil
Division
"Civil Division attorneys are dedicated to
addressing and solving the legal needs of
every County Department.”
Sue Tice
Civil Division Head

The Civil Division acts as the County’s civil lawyer and
advisor and has a broad range of duties allowing Civil Division
attorneys to use their subject matter expertise to assist all County Departments achieve solutions.

2021 proved to be another challenging year presenting the Civil Division with unending
opportunities to put innovation and creativity to use to not only continue to provide stellar legal services
but to continue to meet the County’s ongoing needs as the Pandemic lingered.
2021 saw the Civil Division work with the Public Works Department to reconstruct the Board of
Adjustment and Appeals and the Planning Advisory Commission to allow the same individuals to serve
simultaneously on both Boards. The two Boards are now able to work collaboratively on land
development issues affecting Washington County and its residents.
The American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) of 2021 – signed into law March 11, 2021 is a 1.9
Trillion-dollar federal financial program of which Washington County received a $50,975,893.00
allocation to be used for response to the public health COVID-19 emergency according to the ARPA Plan
adopted by Washington County.
The Civil Division has been instrumental in drafting contract and grant Standard Terms and
Conditions for use by the County in implementing its’ ARPA plan.
Several years ago Washington County entered into an agreement with Ramsey County and
others for a joint powers board to govern a proposed METRO Gold Line Bus Rapid Transit project. As a
member of the joint powers board, Washington County entered into an additional agreement to provide
the general counsel legal services of a Civil Division Assistant Washington County Attorney to the
project. In 2021, the METRO Gold Line – which is a planned 10-mile dedicated line that will connect St.
Paul, Maplewood, Landfall, Oakdale and Woodbury – passed another milestone when the Federal Transit
Administration approved the project to prepare for construction. The Civil Division continues to take a
leading role in negotiating the agreements necessary for this project to proceed.
The Pandemic didn’t stop progress with Washington County’s road projects. The Civil Division
assisted the Public Works Department in purchasing land for several significant road projects throughout
the County, including the Manning/Hwy 36 interchange.
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Civil Division
Attorneys
Stuart Campbell
Abigail Evenson
Kari Lindstrom
Kevin Magnuson
Jessica Oertel
Jim Zuleger

Paralegals
Pam Hughes
Vicky Krawczeski
Legal Assistants
Kelley Doolan
Karen Fontaine
Samantha Sunquist

The Civil Division remained busy and engaged in 2021 assisting the Public Health &
Environment Department (PHE) with several aspects of its Pandemic response. In addition to that effort,
the Civil Division continued to assist PHE in one of its environmental regulatory roles to ensure that
septic systems throughout Washington County are legally compliant and are not discharging untreated
sewage. The legal document templates drafted by the Civil Division in this effort have been shared
statewide by PHE to assist other Minnesota counties to ensure water quality.

The Civil Division remained busy and engaged in 2021 assisting the Public Health &
Environment Department (PHE) with several aspects of its Pandemic response. In addition to that effort,
the Civil Division continued to assist PHE in one of its environmental regulatory roles to ensure that
septic systems throughout Washington County are legally compliant and are not discharging untreated
sewage. The legal document templates drafted by the Civil Division in this effort have been shared
statewide by PHE to assist other Minnesota counties to ensure water quality.
The Civil Division continues its very successful collaboration with the Community Services
Department to collect Medical Assistance reimbursement from estates which resulted in over $428,000
being collected in 2021.
Another vital duty assigned to the Civil Division is the establishment of paternity and pursuit of
child support and reimbursement of public assistance. The Civil Division takes pride that, in partnership
with the Community Service Department, it can have a direct, meaningful impact on the financial wellbeing of children, parents and families. The worldwide nature of this program was highlighted in 2021
when the Washington County Attorney’s Office and Community Services Department assisted in
obtaining child support for a parent living in Sweden. It really is a small world when it comes to child
support!
The Civil Division is the per capita leader in the State in litigating tax appeals with over 300
cases pending in 2021 – including 2 Minnesota Supreme Court Appeals. The decision to litigate these
cases is founded in the belief of fairness in taxation.
In a continuing collaborative effort with Washington County Community Services Department
and other County and community partners, the Civil Division remains committed to protecting the
County's most vulnerable individuals-- those unable to provide care for themselves due to mental health
issues or other vulnerability-- by taking appropriate measures to ensure that they receive the care and
treatment they deserve.
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Civil by the Numbers in 2021

Administrative Appeals
Civil Actions
Collections
Commitments
Contract Review
Data Practices
Estate/Claim/Demands
Expungements
Forfeitures

10
39
0
197
699
108
344
70
114

Guardianship & Conservatorship
Child Support/Paternity
Land Acquisitions
Opinions
Other
Tax Appeals

7
900
7
130
14
215
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Civil by the Numbers in 2021
Contract Reviews and Legal Opinions

Sound Fiscal Management for Legal Services in Washington County

Source: US Census Bureau (2020 data); websites of counties listed above .
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Criminal
Division

Kevin Mueller
Criminal Division Head

Nick Hydukovich
Assistant Criminal
Division Head

“Our prosecutors hold criminals accountable for their actions,
and in doing so, ensure that victims are given a strong voice in
the courtroom and beyond.”
The Criminal Division is led by Kevin Mueller, Criminal Division Head. Eleven prosecutors in
the Criminal Division are responsible for prosecuting all felony and select gross misdemeanor crimes
that occur in Washington County, in addition to all misdemeanor crimes that occur in townships in the
county. Criminal Division prosecutors are responsible for prosecuting all types of criminal offenses,
from first degree murder to child rape to drug trafficking to car jackings. Nick Hydukovich, the
Assistant Criminal Division Head, deftly handles nearly all appellate matters in the office.

During the past year, Criminal Division prosecutors have continued to hold violent criminals to
account. Our prosecutors earned a first-degree murder conviction this Fall, in a case in which the
defendant strangled the victim with a belt and then discarded the victim’s body in northern Washington
county. After a two-week jury trial, the defendant was found guilty and sentenced to life in prison. A few
months later, Criminal Division prosecutors obtained a grand jury indictment in yet another first-degree
murder case. Criminal Division prosecutors are currently litigating a record number of homicide cases.
Criminal Division prosecutors have also continued to battle commercial drug dealers. Our
prosecutors earned multiple first degree-controlled substance crime convictions in a case in which a
defendant was transporting commercial quantities of drugs from Chicago into Minnesota. That defendant
received an executed prison sentence of 104 months. Our office will continue to hold commercial drug
dealers accountable for distributing deadly drugs including fentanyl and heroin into our communities.
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Criminal Division
Attorneys
Marc Berris
Justin Collins
Tom Frenette
Scott Haldeman
Keshini Ratnayake
Justin Richardson
Tony Spector
Tom Wedes
Kayla Wengronowitz

Criminal Analyst
Amanda Fehlen

Paralegal
Jean Mersch

Victim/Witness
Coordinators
Pamela Brandt
Jolleen Chaika
Shawna Kish
Jasmine Miller
Christine VonDeLinde
Kathy Woxland

Legal Assistants
Natalie Anderson
Jamie Cole
Sumayah Dieng
Emma Hause
Jeniffer Hawthorne
Caitlin Ohlrogge

At the same time, County Attorney Orput recognizes that a significant portion of lower-level
drug and theft-related crimes are the direct result of addiction. Accordingly, Criminal Division
prosecutors actively engage drug users in our robust drug diversion program, which provides an
opportunity in the right circumstances for drug users (not dealers) to get the chemical dependency
treatment and pro-social and cognitive skills programming necessary to lead sober and productive lives in
lieu of a criminal conviction.
Similarly, County Attorney Orput and Criminal Division Head Kevin Mueller have been intimately
involved in the formation and efforts of the Washington County Opioid Task Force. Our countywide
multi-disciplinary team has done impactful work in partnering with the Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation,
resulting in tangible outcomes including community education and outreach, offering medication assisted
treatment (MAT) in the jail, mandatory MAT education for defendants in drug court, streamlining and
expansion of treatment options, and developing social services and law enforcement outreach teams.
The Criminal Division, as well as its Juvenile Division counterpart, continues to offer law
enforcement the assistance of our automobile theft prosecutors to assist in any carjacking, catalytic
converter theft, and automobile theft investigations. Our office continues to prioritize these cases, as well
as the vital work done by the East Metro Sex Trafficking Task Force (separately described), which is also
a critical part of the Criminal Division.
Finally, Criminal Division prosecutors frequently offer training to law enforcement agencies
throughout the county regarding all areas of criminal law. Our prosecutors have recently engaged with
law enforcement by offering training in report writing, human trafficking, retail crime, grand jury
presentation, addiction, and crime prevention. The Washington County Attorney’s Office will continue to
place an emphasis on training law enforcement.
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Criminal By the Numbers in 2021
2021 Adult Cases by Crime Type

Criminal Complaints
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Serving Victims of Crime

Serving victims is at the forefront of the mission of the
Criminal Division. The division’s five Victim/Witness Coordinators
play crucial roles in our successes.
Our Victim/Witness Coordinators ensure that the rights of
crime victims are vindicated. Minnesota law gives victims several
rights, including the right to be informed of criminal charges being
filed, to attend court hearings, to be informed of plea offers, to provide
victim impact statements at the time of sentencing, and to obtain restitution for losses suffered as the
result of a crime.
Victim/Witness Coordinators also help victims find resources in the community that can help the
victim deal with the impact a crime can have on many facets of their life.
Victim/Witness coordinators also play a crucial role in preparing cases for trial. Coordinators
work with victims and other witnesses to prepare them for the process of testifying at trial, which for
many is nerve-wracking and anxiety-inducing. The coordinators accompany victims to court and make
sure victims and other witnesses know when and where their testimony is needed.

Crime Victims in 2021

One of the Victim/Witness Coordinators
plays a similar role in the Juvenile Division,
assisting victims of juvenile delinquency, traffic,
and petty offenses. In addition to their other
duties, our coordinators assist crime victims with
particular fears about the perpetrator in applying
for Minnesota’s Safe at Home program, which
allows certain crime victims to use a confidential
address to maximize their safety.

Our goal is to make sure victims are informed, provided resources,
and given the opportunity to have their voice heard.
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Staff
Photos

Page 14

Washington County Attorney’s Office—2021 Annual Report

Staff
Photos

Page 15

Washington County Attorney’s Office—2021 Annual Report

East Metro Sex Trafficking
Task Force

“The East Metro Sex Trafficking Task Force
unites several jurisdictions across
Washington County to combat the
commercial sex trade and provide services
and resources for victims.”
Scott Haldeman
Assistant County Attorney

The East Metro Sex Trafficking Task Force (EMSTTF) has gone through several changes in the
last year. Imran Ali, the former Director of the task force, and Aimee Schroeder, criminal analyst, left the
Washington County Attorney’s Office in June of 2021. Scott Haldeman took over Mr. Ali’s role, and
serves as an Assistant Washington County Attorney supporting the EMSTTF. Amanda Fehlen was
recently promoted as the task force’s criminal analyst. Shawna Kish provides victim advocate services
on behalf of the EMSTTF.
Currently, the investigators in the EMSTTF are led by Sgt. Keith Anderson of the Washington
County Sheriff’s Office. The task force also includes Paul Kroshus with the Woodbury Police
Department, Joe Groppoli from the Oakdale Police Department, Tracy Wong from Department of
Homeland Security, and Brandon Spaeth from the Department of Homeland Security. In Summer 2022
the task force will welcome Brian Campbell from the Cottage Grove Police Department on a part time
basis.
The EMSTTF addresses the demand of Human Trafficking by conducting under cover sting
operations which lead to several arrests in Washington County. In addition, the EMSTTF spends a
significant amount of time conducting recovery operations, which are designed to provide victims of
human trafficking resources and support to get out of the lifestyle, rather than criminal prosecution.
Education and outreach are important parts of raising awareness in Washington County of this significant
problem.
The EMSTTF has successfully prosecuted several cases in 2021, one of which included a
trafficker with prior trafficking convictions. The unit conducted several arrests and successful
prosecutions resulting from multiple undercover sting operations. The EMSTTF continues to adjust to
stay ahead of the ever-changing marketplace for buyers.
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East Metro Sex Trafficking
Task Force
Attorney
Scott Haldeman

Victim/Witness
Coordinator
Shawna Kish

Criminal Analyst
Amanda Fehlen

Washington County Tip Line
651-430-7825
National Human Trafficking
Resource Center Hotline
888-373-7888
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Juvenile
Division
“Our work involves both protecting
Washington County children and
promoting the public safety through
diligent prosecution.”

Juvenile Division Head
Tony Zdroik

The juvenile division, led by division head Tony Zdroik prosecutes all juvenile delinquency
cases filed in Washington County Court. The juvenile division seeks to promote public safety through the
prosecution of juvenile crimes while taking into consideration the special circumstances of juvenile
offenders. The juvenile division also provides legal representation to Washington County Community
Services on child protection matters that involve Washington County children who have been abused or
neglected by a parent or legal custodian. Additionally, one juvenile division attorney is assigned to handle
truancy matters. That attorney, by working regularly with Community Services and schools, addresses
school attendance issues with the goal of offering help to those families to avoid court intervention.
The circumstances of the pandemic resulted in a significant delay in the handling of the child
protection caseload. It is important to keep child protection cases moving forward as those cases often
involve children who are placed out of their home and waiting to be reunified with their parents or find a
permanent home with a consistent care provider. Most pretrial hearings continue to be held through
remote audio and video technology. The scheduling of trials was very problematic for some time but
eased up in 2021 as additional safeguards were implemented for in-person hearings. Specifically,
attorneys in the Juvenile Division were able to resume in-person trials which led to the completion of 8
trials in 2021. The completion of those trials is significant as there were no trials conducted in 2020 due
to the pandemic. This is a great step in addressing some of the unresolved case backlogs in child
protection cases.
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Juvenile Division
Attorneys
Madelyn Adams
Rick Allen
Erin Johnson
Jamie Kreuser
Tricia Loehr
Betsey Urbas

Paralegal
Theresa Leverty
Legal Assistants
Kris Braml
Joe Kvam
Reilly Ramirez

Despite the pandemic the number of child protection case filed in 2021 and 2020 were similar to
pre-pandemic years. From 2015 to 2019, the County Attorney’s office filed an average of 62 child in need
of protection or services (CHIPS) petitions per year and filed an average of 39 permanency cases
(termination of parental rights, transfer of custody or permanent custody to the agency). In 2021, the
County Attorney’s office filed 59 CHIPS petitions and 36 permanency petitions. In 2020, 55 CHIPS
petitions were filed, and 41 permanency petitions were filed.
On the juvenile prosecution side of the caseload, the juvenile division prosecutors partnered with
police agencies in addressing many cases that involved youth who were causing a significant threat to
public safety through motor vehicle thefts and residential burglaries. Some of those individuals had a
prior history in Juvenile Court in other metro counties. The type of offense and prior history with those
individuals resulted in juvenile division prosecutors filing twice the number of certification and extended
jurisdiction juvenile motions than in a typical year. This was necessary to hold those juveniles
accountable and also discourage continued unlawful behavior.
In 2021 the juvenile division also worked with Washington County Community Corrections to
examine the current policy and procedure in diverting juveniles from the juvenile court system. Those
efforts involved the potential use of risk assessment tools to inform this process. That examination will
continue into 2022 and it is expected there will be some revisions to the current diversion policy of the
County Attorney’s office to make sure we are doing our best to prevent youth from entering the court
system if that will serve those youths better.
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Juvenile Division
Truancy
“The Washington County School Attendance Intervention
Program brings together children, parents, school staff, and
County representatives as collaborative partners to foster
consistent school attendance by identifying the causes of
truancy, implementing effective interventions, and providing
comprehensive support in order to give all children the
educational opportunities they deserve.”

In 2021, the Washington County Truancy Intervention
Betsey Urbas
Program continued to support students aged 12-17.5 years old
Assistant
County Attorney
and their families via both in-person connections and virtual
forums to assist in removing barriers to consistent school
attendance. Through our initial stage of outreach, the Attendance Intervention Meeting, Assistant County
Attorney Betsey Urbas provided 444 students and their families with useful information and guidance
regarding the tremendous significance of high school graduation, the critical impacts of unaddressed
truancy, and the vast range of supports and solutions to address inconsistent attendance. Continued
attendance struggles were addressed by Betsey and truancy Social Workers Nicole Dahlstrom, Gina
Morrison, Kasia Heurh, and Alea Jascor, facilitating one-on-one school diversion meetings with 278
students, their parents/guardians, and school staff to formulate individualized attendance support plans,
and ultimately 13 students were petitioned to court for higher levels of intervention and support. This
vigorous sequence of engagement, despite the struggles and barriers posed by the ongoing pandemic,
continued to prove effective in fostering academic success and quality of life for Washington County
students.
In the month of September, the truancy team worked diligently to meet virtually with school
administrators all over Washington County to review program updates and guidelines, to discuss and
problem-solve unique situations to ensure the upmost support for students, and to strengthen the
collaborative relationships that are imperative to the ongoing success of the program. Of particular
importance during these meetings was an emphasis on the necessity of continued exhaustive efforts by
both schools and the truancy team to engage students and families voluntarily in light of the ongoing
pandemic and current guidance from Minnesota Department of Education. In an effort to expand and
supplement current supports and intervention measures, Betsey and Nikki continued to attend monthly
meetings with truancy staff from 19 different counties
statewide to discuss current issues and strategies.
After a break in 2020, Betsey resumed the office’s
annual training for School Administrators and School
Resource Officers on August 20, 2021. 78 individuals
attended this virtual, day-long training on critical topics
including drugs and social media use, child sexploitation,
trauma-informed care, and transgender education and
support. Jostens, with whom the office already partners for
our annual Commitment to Graduate drawing, sponsored a
speaker for this training on the topics of understanding social
identity, implicit bias, and self-awareness.
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Juvenile Division
2021 Pledge to Graduate Winners
For the 2020-2021 school year the office sponsored a drawing online whereby students could sign a
Pledge to Graduate from high school online. The winners of the drawing could win a tablet or an iPad.
This is the ninth year the County Attorney’s Office has sponsored this event.

Math & Science Academy in Woodbury
Winner - Awarded May 20, 2021

Stillwater Area High School
Winner – Awarded May 26, 2021
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Juvenile By the Numbers in 2021
Juvenile Cases by Crime Type

Child Protection Referrals
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Veterans Program
The veterans program promotes public safety while supporting veterans and their families through a
coordinated effort among the veteran services delivery system, community-based services, and the court
– thereby leaving no veteran behind. This program recognizes the unique problems facing veterans and
how problem solving courts can help by recognizing the disabilities that military men and women
returning from active deployment develop and identifying resources to assist the justice involved
veterans. The program strives to identify veterans, offer them assistance, assess their needs, and help
them solve their problems. It is a unique partnership among the criminal justice system, the Department
of Veterans Affairs, and local treatment providers.

Community Education
Training sessions have
been
presented to other county staff, attorneys,
legal assistants, paralegals, social workers,
judges, law clerks, child support officers,
prison staff, law enforcement and others. In
2021 trainings were held online and in
person.
Presentations about crime prevention
and other topics were given to many
community groups.
Pete Orput and Sheriff Dan Starry
have been doing community presentations
together.

Community Activities
In 2021 many of our annual activities have started up again
which included the County’s Combined Charities Fund Drive raising
money for various charities.
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Community Outreach
Washington County Fair

Many staff members volunteered to work at our
County Fair booth. Staff talked to people who came
to our booth, told them about the work our office does
and gave out crime prevention information. Students
(K-12) signed a pledge to commit to graduate from
high school and were entered into a drawing to win a
class ring donated by Jostens and an iPad. Staff also
helped at the Senior Day event where seniors enjoyed
refreshments and entertainment.

Night to Unite

In August staff members participated in
events at communities in Washington County for
“Night to Unite” events.
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Staff Recognition
Staff Engagement
Staff engagement and team building activities were held online and
in person events started again in 2021 such as our annual walk across the
St Croix Crossing Bridge and Christmas activities.

Criminal Heavy Hitters
“Heavy Hitter” Award - a
travelling trophy awarded to the
prosecutor who has successfully tried
a jury trial. That prosecutor keeps the
bat symbolizing the award until
another prosecutor has similar success
in a jury trial.

Retirement
Congratulations and best wishes to Deb Peterson, Paralegal,
who retired after over 40 years with Washington County
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Staff Service Awards

Milestones for staff members in 2021

Jamie Kreuser
Assistant County
Attorney
5 years
Nick Hydukovich
Assistant Criminal
Division Head
5 Years
Betsey Urbas
Assistant County
Attorney
5 years
Trish Loehr
Assistant County
Attorney
5 years

Pete Orput
County Attorney
10 years
Jean Mersch
Paralegal
15 years
Jim Zuleger
Assistant County
Attorney
15 years
Caitlin Ohlrogge
Senior Legal Assistant
5 years
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New Staff in

2021

Jeniffer Hawthorne

Jolleen Chaika

Abigail Evenson

Kayla Wengronowitz

Samantha Sunquist

Tony Spector

Emma Hause

Laura Perkins

Justin Richardson

Summayah Dieng

Keshini Ratnayake
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MISSION
We promote justice and public safety through vigorously prosecuting
crime, protecting those in need and providing quality legal
representation for Washington County.

Washington County
A great place to live, work and play…today and tomorrow.
This publication is made possible through the efforts of the Washington County Attorney’s Office in
association with local law enforcement agencies. Funds are utilized to convert property that aided in or
was used in the commission of criminal offenses to a public benefit. No taxpayer dollars have been
expended in the printing of this publication.

