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METRO Gold Line BRT approved by federal transportation agency
The METRO Gold Line Bus
Rapid Transit (BRT) project,
led by a partnership between
Washington and Ramsey
counties, and to be built and
operated by Metro Transit,
has reached a significant
milestone.
The transit route will connect
St. Paul, Maplewood,
Landfall, Oakdale, and
Woodbury with frequent,
all-day service to stops at
key shopping, employment,
educational, and regional
destinations, including
the 3M campus, Sun
Ray Shopping Center,
Metropolitan State
University, and new
development along the
line. Housing, commercial,
and retail options are being
planned within walking,
biking, and rolling distance
to stations.

The METRO Gold Line Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project will serve the east metro.

approximately $20 million
would come from a variety
of federal, state, and local
grants. That includes an
It was approved by
appropriation from the state
the Federal Transit
Legislature to reconstruct
Administration to move into the Fourth Street Bridge
the next phase of engineering. in Oakdale. Washington
County's contribution comes
The federal government
from a dedicated sales tax,
would pay approximately
not property taxes.
45% of the project’s cost,
Washington and Ramsey
When METRO Gold Line
counties would each
BRT opens in 2025, it will
contribute roughly a 25%
be Minnesota’s first rapidshare, and the remaining

bus line operating primarily
in bus-only lanes and is
expected to be the fifth
busiest bus route in the Twin
Cities transit system.

county staff serving as part
of the project management
team, and every city is
involved in advisory teams to
guide the project as it moves
forward. This project is being
“Washington County isn’t
just a funding partner. We are planned at the neighborhood
a full partner in the creation level.”
of a rapid bus line that will
Washington and Ramsey
serve Woodbury, Oakdale,
county commissioners are
and Landfall for decades
ensuring METRO Gold Line
to come,” said Washington
BRT provides benefits for
County Commissioner Lisa
Gold Line
Weik, District 5. “We have
(continued on page 6)
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Free Library resources available for back-to-school assistance
When preparing to head
back to school, don’t forget
about free learning resources
from Washington County
Library.
With a library card, students
of all ages may access digital
databases, online tutoring, test prep, and more.
Washington County library
branches are open and librarians are available to connect students of all ages with
the resources they need.
Find more information at
WashCoLib.org/Learn.
Here are some of the tools
available to help this school
year:
Early Learning

Librarian Shelby Dupre will be one member of the Library staff available to assist students with their
school work.

resources that teach reading
and research skills through
Using BookFlix, young
readers may watch and read the use of read-along audio,
along with video storybooks video, and educational
and nonfiction books. This games.
tool includes streaming
Older students (grades 3-6)
video, games, and resources may use PebbleGo Next,
for parents working with
which features resources on
young readers.
U.S. states, Native American

able resources for research
projects.
High School

With Homework HelpNow, students may access
free online tutoring every
day from 1 p.m. to 10 p.m.
HelpNow’s online tutors all
have a four-year degree and
Washington County librar- history, science, social stud- prior teaching or tutoring
ies, and biographies. They
ians will continue with
experience. They can assist
may also learn more with
outdoor and virtual stostudents with all school submultimedia resources, such
rytimes this fall. Visit the
jects, as well as test prep for
as videos, state songs, and
Library Facebook page for
the ACT, SAT, and more.
regional recipes.
new weekly storytimes, or
Homework HelpNow also
browse the virtual storyAnother popular tool is
offers two kinds of writing
times archive at the website Explora Kids, a collection
assistance – live support
WashCoLib.org/Storytime of elementary school-apwith a trained online tutor
propriate magazines, ency- and an intensive Writing
Elementary School
clopedias, and dictionaries
Lab in which students may
Students from pre-K to
on topics such as arts and
submit assignments for
third grade may explore
music, geography, math, sci- review by a writing expert.
everything from Amelia
ence and health, and more.
LearningExpress Library
Earhart to zebras using PebStudents may explore topics
features online tutorials,
bleGo: Animals and Biogof interest or use the availpractice tests, and e-books
raphies. This tool includes
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to help students of all ages.
Students may also practice
skill building in reading,
writing, math, and basic science, prepare for college and
grad school entrance tests,
and more.
Lifelong Learning
Learning doesn’t have to
stop once people are out
of formal education. Use
Transparent Language to
study more than 70 languages through interactive,
self-paced lessons. There’s
even a mobile app.
A library card also gives customers access to LinkedIn
Learning (formerly Lynda.
com). Watch top-quality
video tutorials taught by
recognized industry experts
covering skills to achieve
personal and professional
goals.
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County uses resources to combat homelessness during COVID
The COVID-19 pandemic
had a significant impact on
maintaining stable housing for many households in
Washington County. The
county responded with two
efforts to help residents
– creating an emergency
shelter for people experiencing homelessness and
providing emergency rental
assistance to help those who
were experiencing financial
hardship and were facing
the potential loss of their
housing.

access to appropriate space
or resources to stay healthy
needed assistance, too. The
shelter program quickly expanded to include all people
experiencing homelessness
who were seeking shelter.

households in shelter. To
date, the county has provided housing to 166 people
from 122 different households.
At the same time, the
county created an emergency rental and utility
assistance program using
county Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES) funding
beginning in August 2020
and ending in November
2020. The program served
764 households with $2.74
million in funding. The
emergency rental assistance program resumed in
March 2021 using $7.8
million through the Consolidated Appropriations
Act of 2021. The program
is a partnership with Minnesota Housing and several
local jurisdictions that also
received direct allocations.
For more information, see
renthelpmn.org.

“Housing is a basic and
critical need," said Commissioner Fran Miron, District
1. "As we work together to
combat homelessness, we
also strive to deliver other
services to help our neighbors get back on their feet,
making a positive contriIn response to the governor’s bution to our local comstay at home order in March munities and Washington
2020, the county was given County.”
the immediate responsibility The emergency shelter proto provide shelter to indigram has only been possible
viduals and families experi- through the collaboration
encing homelessness during with many partners. The
the pandemic. Originally,
county worked with two loshelter was available only
cal hotels to house individuto specifically vulnerable
als, couples, and families.
populations, focusing on
County staff did outreach to
individuals with a disability those needing shelter. The
and those 65 and older.
program was paid for with
However, it became appar- state and federal funding; a At the end of June 2021,
ent that anyone struggling
local non-profit assists with 634 households have been
with homelessness without case management for the
served using approximately

54% of the funding. Washington County received an
additional $6.2 million in
funding that begins in January 2022 and will last until
September 2025.
These programs have also
worked in tandem as those
in shelter have exited to
permanent housing. Charles
(not his real name) lost his
housing after a relationship ended with his partner
of 13 years. On disability
benefits because of a work
accident, he could no longer
afford both child support
and housing. Charles lived
in his car for six months
prior to Washington County
outreach staff finding him
and offering him a room in
the COVID-19 Emergency
Shelter. After four and a
half months in shelter, and
with the financial support
of a damage deposit and
first month’s rent through
CARES funding, Charles
was able to move back into
stable housing and remains
successfully housed.

County Board begins 2022 budget process, ARPA funding study
The Washington County
Board of Commissioners
will conduct workshops on
the proposed 2022 budget
throughout August; all are
open to the public and webstreamed on the county’s
website. During workshops,
each department presents
its proposed budget. After
review, the County Board
will set a preliminary levy

for 2022 Sept. 14; after
the preliminary levy is set,
it may be reduced but not
raised in the final budget,
which will be approved Dec.
14. A public budget meeting
will be after 6 p.m. Tuesday,
Nov. 30, in the Board Room
of the Government Center
is Stillwater.

the budget discussions
through webstreaming on
the county website, www.
co.washington.mn.us; search
“County Board.”

ARPA funding

Washington County will
receive $51 million through
the American Rescue Plan.
One payment was received
County residents may watch
in May; another will be
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received in 2022. The
county must plan for the
money’s expenditure by
the end of 2024, and make
final payments by the end
of 2026. The federal grant
will pay for projects that are
one-time costs. Proposals for
spending the money will be
reviewed through a public
planning process.
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Veterans Service Officers ready to assist Veterans, relatives
Washington County Veterans Service Officers (CVSOs) are the first point-ofcontact to assist with state
and federal veterans and
survivor benefits for county
residents.

benefits that are available
from federal, state, county,
and local resources. They
provide information for
benefits, such as disability
compensation for veterans
and survivor benefits that
may be available.

ber who died during active
military service or from a
service-connected disability. Some survivors may also
be eligible for health care
and education benefits.

While the VA offers many
The CVSOs have a clear
benefits to veterans and
understanding of the
When a veteran dies, it’s
their survivors, eligibility
challenges that confront
far too easy for a surviving Veterans in all stages of life may requirements for each benveterans, survivors, and
spouse or family members be eligible for benefits through efit differ greatly. There are
Veterans programs.
their families because they to become overwhelmed
also some benefits offered
Common benefits CVSOs through the Minnesota
deal with these issues on a with the tasks required to
can help veterans apply for Department of Veterans
daily basis and spend their ensure their affairs are in
are disability compensatime meeting with county order. Notifications must
Affairs that veterans and
tion
for
service-incurred
residents each month.
be provided to Social
survivors may be eligible
conditions,
education,
Security,
pension
providfor. For that reason, it’s
“Washington County Vethealth
care,
home
loans,
ers, banks, the IRS, and life
imperative that surviverans Services officers are
insurance,
pension
for
lowinsurance
companies.
If
a
ing spouses and/or family
ready to assist any veteran
income
wartime
veterans,
veteran received Departmembers contact their
or family member to revocational
rehabilitation
ment
of
Veterans
Affairs
CVSO to discuss possible
ceive the benefits to which
and
employment,
burial,
(VA) benefits, a CVSO
benefits and receive asthey are entitled,” said
and
memorial
benefits.
can
help
guide
survivors
sistance with any required
Washington County Comthrough the process.
applications.
There are also benefits
missioner Gary Kriesel,
District 3. “They underA large part of what a local available to some surviWashington County
stand the systems, and have CVSO does is to assist vet- vors, such as a pension
CVSO have offices in
the tools to tap all veterans' erans and their families in for low-income spouses of Cottage Grove, Forest
deceased wartime veterans, Lake, and Stillwater. Those
services.”
filing claims with the VA,
Dependency and Indemwhich
can
be
a
confusing
interested in learning more
CVSOs assist veterans and
their families by answering process, and strive to make nity Compensation (DIC), about VA benefits may call
which is available to
the process as simple and
651-430-6895 or e-mail
questions and educating
spouses of a service mem- vso@co.washington.mn.us
individuals and groups on transparent as possible.

Bluegrass Festival returns in 2021 at Lake Elmo Park Reserve
Washington County Parks’ Annual
Bluegrass Festival is returning for 2021.
It will be 2 to 6 p.m. Saturday, Sept.
11, at Lake Elmo Park Reserve. Blue
Groove Bluegrass and The Barley Jacks
will be among the bands performing at
the festival. The festival is free to attend
with a valid parks vehicle permit. For
more information, see the Washington
County website at www.co.washington.
mn.us and search “Bluegrass Festival.”
4
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Washington County continues vaccinations for COVID-19
Washington County
residents continue to make
progress in slowing the
spread of COVID-19. Case
rates have trended down
since mid-April with a slight
recent increase. More than
70% of county residents 12
years of age and older have
received at least one dose
of the COVID-19 vaccine.
Notably, 94% of Washington County residents
County staff is using a mobile unit to take COVID-19 vaccines to the community.
65 years of age and older
have completed the vaccine larly focusing on reaching
County Jail and public
especially high for those
series.
communities that have been health nurses take vaccine to who are not yet vaccinated.
Over the past seven months, disproportionately impacted individuals and clients who Eligible residents are enare homebound.
couraged to get vaccinated.
Washington County Public by COVID-19.
If you have concerns about
Health & Environment
Mobile vaccine clinics this
PHE continues to offer
getting vaccinated, talk to
(PHE) has administered
summer have been conweekly vaccine clinics in
nearly 25,000 COVID-19
ducted in partnership with Cottage Grove, Forest Lake, your health care provider.
vaccinations to supplement school and community food and Stillwater at the public For those who are not able
the shots given at state clin- distribution events. Public
health immunization clinic. to or are not yet eligible, it
is important to continue to
ics and health care providhealth nurses are on-site in Free transportation can be
take steps to slow the spread
ers. Efforts have now shifted the new community health arranged to and from vacfrom mass vaccination sites trailer to administer vaccina- cination clinics and mobile of COVID-19 by wearing
a mask, physical distancing,
to reaching residents where tions and answer questions events by calling 651-430and getting tested when
they work and live. PHE
people may have about CO- 6655.
has collaborated with local
VID-19 and the vaccine. In While the county is making recommended.
organizations, schools, and addition to mobile events,
For vaccine information, see
great strides, COVID-19
employers to bring vaccines vaccine is also offered
www.co.washington.mn.us/
continues to be a serious
to the community, particu- weekly at the Washington
covid19vaccine.
issue, and the risk is still

Parks annual vehicle permit photo contest opens for submissions
The Washington County
Parks vehicle permit photo
contest is open.

This year, Washington
County will be highlighting
St. Croix Bluffs Regional
Park as it celebrates its 25th
Visitors who have been
anniversary as a county
snapping photos in Washregional park. Submit
ington County Parks now
have the opportunity to sub- photos taken at St. Croix
Bluffs Regional Park via
mit those photos with the
possibility of being featured e-mail to ParksPhotos@
co.washington.mn.us. The
on the county's annual
submission deadline is Oct.
2022/2023 parks permit.
4, 2021.

Include your first and last
name, phone number,
e-mail address, and a short
description. The winner will
be notified directly by early
November. Photo contest
rules and guidelines are on
the county website www.
co.washington.mn.us by
searching “Parks.” The winner of the photo contest will
receive a free Washington
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County Parks vehicle permit
featuring their photo.

The current park pass features goats at Lake Elmo Park
Reserve.

5

Sheriff’s Office introduces Mental health, Opioid Re-Entry Project
Prior to the start of the
pandemic, the Washington
County Sheriff’s Office was
seeing double the number
of calls related to mental
health issues within a single
year. As a result, the Sheriff’s
Office worked collaboratively with county partners
to develop programs aimed
at assisting persons suffering
from mental illness and/or
substance use disorders to
return to the community.

Re-Entry) Project.

nation has been apparent.
During the pandemic, the
Sheriff’s Office continued
to see and respond to calls
involving use and accidental
overdose of opioids.

less traditional law enforcement approach. The team
focuses on problem-solving
and collaboration with
community-based resources.
The team is creating a coresponder model, which will
In January, Washington
County was among the first allow deputies and clinical
social workers to respond to
Minnesota jails to provide
people in crisis as a team.
evidence-based services,
This model will allow for
including medication and
reentry coordination for in- follow-up on mental health
dividuals with an opioid use incidents so these individuals can receive access to care.
disorder, through a voluntary program known as the The patrol division also
Jail Medication for Opioid works closely with the
Use Disorder (MOUD)
Washington County Criprogram.
sis Response Unit (CRU).
CRU is a team of trained
Also, at the start of 2021,
mental health professionals
the Sheriff’s Office created
and practitioners who proa new team of detectives
vide 24/7/365 mobile crises
within the Investigative
mental health services for
Division called the Menadults and children experital Health Coordinated
encing a crisis.
Response Team. The goal

The Jail medical unit has
expanded access to mental
and chemical health resources for those within the
facility. Contracted services
for specialized mental health
care have increased to meet
the demand. With support
from the County Board, the
services of one social worker
and one mental health
professional were provided
to assist with the evaluation,
Working with other service coordination, and delivery
providers in the county
of services for individuals
and the County Board, the in custody with identified
“Stepping Up” initiative was mental health and/or subborn with the aim to reduce stance use disorders.
the number of persons with The use of methamphetmental illness entering the
amine, heroin, cocaine, syncriminal justice system. In
thetic drugs, and prescripsummer 2020, this project
tion medications are still of
merged with the ongoing
concern within Washington
opioid response work and
County. Over the years, the
is now known as the Wash- devastating effects of opioid is to help individuals with
ington County M.O.R.E.
use on families within the
mental health and chemi(Mental health & Opioid
community and across the
cal dependency by using a

The Crisis Response Unit
may be reached at 651-2757400.

Gold Line (continued from page 1)
the communities it serves.
The project design includes
amenities, such as new multimodal bridges, improved
and new paths for people
who walk, bike, and roll,
and parking that will benefit
everyone along the line, even
those who may not regularly
use transit. Parking and bike
paths drive up ridership and
are eligible for matching
federal funding.

Helmo bridge between
Oakdale and Woodbury.
Both cities had long planned
to build a bridge across
Interstate 94, but securing
local taxpayer funding for a
Rendering of one of the staproject of that significant cost tions for the Gold Line.
was difficult.
pedestrians,” said Washington
County Commissioner
“The Gold Line needs
Stan Karwoski, District
to build bridges with
dedicated lanes for its buses. 2. “After applying federal
and state funding to the
Washington County, with
project, Washington County
federal and state grants, is
One example of a large-scale able to add to the project and communities are getting a
much-needed and improved
investment being built by the construct additional lanes
project, for only a fraction of
project is a new Bielenbergfor cars, trucks, bikes, and
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the total cost.”
The creation of METRO
Gold Line is not expected
to change existing express
bus service in the east metro,
but will supplement existing
transit service by providing
more frequent local stops
for people traveling in both
directions, seven days a week.
To learn more about the
METRO Gold Line BRT
project and stay engaged, see
www.metrotransit.org/goldline-project

A great place to live, work and play…today and tomorrow

Washington County Board of Commissioners
Washington County Commissioners develop policy and make decisions and laws
that govern the county. Commissioners encourage calls or emails on any issue
related to county government. For service-related questions, visit the county
website at www.co.washington.mn.us or call 651-430-6000 (TTY - 651-4306246).

Washington County is an equal
opportunity organization and employer

County Board Meetings
The County Board generally meets most Tuesdays at 9 a.m. Meetings take
place at the Washington County Government Center in Stillwater. Agendas and
directions to the building are posted online at www.co.washington.mn.us. See
the county's website calendar for details on the meeting schedule. Contact the
Office of Administration at 651-430-6001 for more information.
Cable Television/Webstreaming
Board meetings are webstreamed live, and may be accessed from the county’s
website under “County Board.” The webstreamed meetings are also archived
on the county website. Board meetings are cablecast on government access
channels throughout the county. Meetings are shown several times throughout
the week. For schedules, contact local cable access channels or see the county
website at www.co.washington.mn.us and see “County Board” and “Board
Meeting Guide.”

Vision
A great place to live, work and play…
today and tomorrow
Mission
Providing quality services through
responsible leadership, innovation and
the cooperation of dedicated people
Values
•

Ethical: to ensure public trust
through fairness, consistency and
transparency

•

Stewardship: to demonstrate
tangible, cost-effective results and
protect public resources

•

Quality: to ensure that services
delivered to the public are up to the
organization’s highest standards

•

Responsive: to deliver services that
are accessible, timely, respectful
and efficient

•

Respectful: to believe in and
support the dignity and value of all
members of this community

•

Leadership: to actively advocate
for and guide the County toward a
higher quality of life

Left to right, Gary Kriesel, Fran Miron, Lisa Weik, Stan Karwoski, Wayne A. Johnson

District 1 - Fran Miron

fran.miron@co.washington.mn.us
651-430-6211

District 2 - Stan Karwoski

stan.karwoski@co.washington.mn.us
651-430-6212

Goals
•

To promote the health, safety, and
quality of life of citizens

•

To provide accessible, high-quality
services in a timely and respectful
manner

•

To address today’s needs while
proactively planning for the future

•

To maintain public trust through
responsible use of public
resources, accountability, and
openness of government

District 3 - Gary Kriesel

gary.kriesel@co.washington.mn.us
651-430-6213

District 4 - Wayne A. Johnson

wayne.a.johnson@co.washington.mn.us
651-430-6214

District 5 - Lisa Weik

lisa.weik@co.washington.mn.us
651-430-6215
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Washington County celebrates opening of Ravine Landing

Washington County Parks
and community leaders
celebrated the completion
of the Ravine Landing in
the Cottage Grove Ravine
Regional Park with county
partners and building contractors June 8.
The new parks facility is
next to the playground and
Ravine Lake in the park,
and at the convergence of
park trails.
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The building opening was
celebrated in partnership
with the Metropolitan
Council, state legislative
members, and local officials,
all of whom supported its
construction.
"Working with great partners has resulted in a new
facility that residents, businesses and schools will be
able to utilize for decades,"
said Commissioner Wayne

Johnson, District 4.

Cost is:

Ravine Landing houses
restrooms, storage, and an
event gathering space that
replaced the shelter that
was previously on the site.
Ravine Landing is open 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. daily.

• $200 Monday - Thursday
for less than 4 hours;

Ravine Landing has a rental
room with the capacity of
up to 84 people for events.

• $300 Monday - Thursday
for more than 4 hours;
• $600 - Friday, Saturday,
Sunday, and holidays.
For more information
on rentals in Washington
County Parks, see the website at co.washington.mn.us/
parks or call 651-430-8240.
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