Addiction, Recovery, and the Justice System
in Washington County
If you are a Washington County employee, criminal justice professional, or a community partner with interest in this
topic, this is a learning experience you won’t want to miss. During this four-part series, you’ll gain a better understanding
of the chronic disease of addiction and the multiple pathways to treatment and recovery which can help you bring hope
and healing to individuals who are at an intersection with the law and the disease of addiction.

Learn more and register at

www.co.washington.mn.us/AddictionRecoveryJusticeSystem
THURSDAY LUNCH-AND-LEARN SCHEDULE | ALL SESSIONS FROM NOON-1:30
MAY

understanding
ADDICTION

Join Dr. Steve Delisi from the Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation to examine the neurobiology
and neuroscience of addiction and trauma and to learn why people who struggle with
addiction make the choices they make. Participants will broaden their understanding of
addiction as a chronic disease, helping them respond more effectively to justice-involved
individuals who experience substance use disorder.
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The second session will include a keynote presentation and discussion on the significant
racial inequities present in the way that our criminal justice system addresses people with
substance use disorders. Participants will learn about the historical context and current
trends that illustrate these disparities, and the importance of supporting people in recovery
with resources tailored to their individual needs.

MAY

understanding
SUPPORT

The third session will discuss current efforts to improve service delivery for people
with substance use disorders in Washington County’s criminal justice system. It will
highlight the MORE (Mental health and Opioid Re-Entry) Project, with a focus on
the newly established Medications for Opioid Use Disorder (MOUD) Program in the
Washington County Jail.

JUNE

understanding
HOPE

The closing session will feature a panel discussion with people who have lived experience
with addiction and whose recovery journeys have intersected with the justice system.
Panelists will share their experiences in recovery and perspectives on how our justice
system can support recovery for justice-involved people with addiction.
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This program is currently
applying for continuing
legal education credits.

