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Health department plays critical role in responding to COVID-19
Washington County Public
Health & Environment,
as the region’s local health
department, plays a key role
in preventing the spread
of infectious disease and
responding to public health
emergencies.
“County public health staff
continue to be on the front
lines of the COVID19
response, striving to
restore our communities
to the ‘next normal,’” said
Commissioner Lisa Weik,
District 5, “while keeping
residents connected to
critical resources and
preventing the spread of
communicable disease.
These actions are essential

Since May, the department
has handled 5,000 cases,
with an average of 86 cases a
day during peak case weeks.
Recently, the Minnesota
Department of Health
(MDH) has expanded its
capacity to conduct case
investigations, allowing
Washington County staff to
focus on other efforts.
Washington County
provides resources to
eligible residents who are
to help notify those who
in isolation or quarantine
have been in contact with
someone who tested positive as the result of COVID-19.
for COVID-19, so they can These essential services
can include delivery
stay at home during the
infectious period to prevent of items, such as food,
COVID-19 response
further spread of the virus.
(continued on page 6)

This winter, Washington County hosted clinics to vaccinate Phase
1a priority groups.

services delivered by
county professionals who
have trained extensively
to execute a complex and
coordinated response.”
Case investigation and
contact tracing is used

Commissioner Weik will serve as board chair for 2021
Commissioner Lisa Weik,
District 5, will serve as the
Washington County Board
of Commissioners’ chair for
2021.

the citizens
of District 5
in a special
election in
November
2008. She
The board elected Weik
was re-elected Commissioner
board chair during its first
Lisa Weik
business meeting of the year in 2010,
2012, 2016,
in January. Commissioner
Wayne Johnson, District 4, and 2020. She has served
her community as a parent
will serve as vice chair.
volunteer for the Woodbury
Weik was elected to serve

Athletic Association and
Woodbury Schools.
Weik has a business background in medical device
compliance and as a healthcare professional in clinical
laboratory medicine. She
is active in the Woodbury
Lions Club, a member of
the Woodbury Chamber
of Commerce, and has a
special interest in issues

concerning science and
medicine, public health and
safety, seniors and transportation.
The president of the National Association of Counties
appointed her Vice Chair of
Ports on the Transportation
Committee in 2020-21.
Commissioner Weik and
her husband, Phillip, are
residents of Woodbury.
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Work begins on Highway 36, Manning Avenue interchange
Years of planning and seeking financial support is
paying off this summer as
Washington County begins
rebuilding the intersection
of Highway 36 and Manning Avenue into a gradeseparated interchange.

n $10 million from the
Minnesota Department
of Transportation;

n $5 million from the
Minnesota Department
of Transportation from
mobility funds set aside
to assist in paying for
The intersection is where the
locally-led projects;
cities of Stillwater, Grant,
n $3 million in state bondLake Elmo, and Stillwaing;
ter Township meet. It has
always carried heavy traffic, n $7 million in local funds
from Washington Counbut with the opening of the
ty and the cities of Lake
St. Croix Crossing in sumElmo and Stillwater.
mer 2017, that traffic has
The project is designed to
only increased.
increase roadway capacity
The project is estimated to
and safety, and improve
cost $32 million for construction, engineering, and operations. In its current
configuration, it is one of
right-of-way. Funding is:
only three at-grade signals
n $7 million from the
between Interstate 35W
Metropolitan Council;

and the Washington-Norell
Avenue intersection in Oak
Park Heights and Stillwater.
In the five years between
2011 and 2015, there were
56 reported crashes and
one fatality at the site. The
intersection is now carrying
almost as many vehicles as
it possibly can, and traffic
delays will increase without
a new interchange.

project.
Communication with
the public will continue
throughout construction.
Those living close to the
project will receive mailings
from the county, as plans
progress, and continuing
updates will be posted to the
county’s website.

Neighbors and those driving
through the area will soon
Throughout planning for the see tree clearing and utilities
interchange, gathering com- will be relocated to make
ment and suggestions from
room for construction startresidents have been key to
ing in April. The project will
create the plan. Along with
continue into 2022.
tours for state lawmakers
Residents may keep updated
and open houses, the project through the county’s website
management team and a
and social media channels
local advisory team have met to see how the construcwith local leaders to keep
tion will have an impact on
everyone informed on the
traffic.

How to gather comment from the public on projects during a pandemic
When Washington County
plans to build a road, or any
other facility, county staff
asks residents to provide
input into the design
through public presentations
and open houses to listen to
public comment.
But when a pandemic shuts
down those options, then
what?
“Washington County
was able to move to
online tools to gather
community comment,”
said Commissioner Stan
Karwoski, District 2, “and
we have found that, not
only did that help keep
residents safe during the
pandemic, but it also grew
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our community response to
proposed projects.”
A recent example was a
campaign to receive input
on the County Highway 12,
or Wildwood Road, Project,
improving the roadway
between Century Avenue
and downtown Mahtomedi
and Willernie. In-person
open houses – which have
yielded 15 to 50 visitors in
the past receiving about a
dozen comments a session –
were out.

videos, and links to
more information;
n an online survey tool;

5,337 views;
n a Twitter post received
371 views;

n a Geographic
n 20 project specific
Information System
comment forms were
map that allows
completed; and
residents to leave
n 169 comments were left
comments on the map,
on the map, and those
and includes “before and
comments received
after” graphic slides.
multiple “likes.”
Did anyone respond?
While the largest
n 1,164 online
engagement views were
recorded;

demographic group to
respond to the online
engagement was the 55- to
The county turned to online n a Facebook post reached 64-year age group, responses
were strong with every
5,938 viewers, 318 of
tools, which had been put to
whom clicked a link to age group. The project is
use before the pandemic, for
see more information on entering its final design and
avenues for comment:
is planned for construction
the county website;
n a mobile-friendly
in 2022.
n a Nextdoor post received
webpage with photos,
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Library expands digital services during pandemic
Throughout the COVID-19
pandemic, the Washington
County Library has kept
county residents connected
and entertained.
Library branches are open,
but if residents don’t wish
to enter libraries, curbside pickup service, online
programs, and e-books
ensure that residents may
enjoy nearly all the library
has to offer at home. And
many have – the library saw
a record 23% increase in
digital checkouts in 2020
over 2019.
Many online services are
available.
Register for a library card
online
A Washington County
library card gives residents
access to physical materials,
e-books, online databases,
and other resources. Sign up
at a local library branch or
register online at WashCoLib.org/LibraryCard.
Access the internet
with hotspots and
Chromebooks
It’s more important than

Amy Oelkers, Librarian, displays a download through the Library’s eLibrary.

ever to stay connected to
the internet at home or at
a small business. With a
library card, residents may
check out Wi-Fi hotspots
and Chromebooks for free.

if there are no other holds.
Learn more at WashCoLib.
org/Devices

Check out a Chromebook
to get computer and internet access outside of
the library. Or, borrow a
hotspot to connect up to 10
devices through a T-Mobile
network for internet browsing, email, and other tasks.
Devices may be checked out
for one month at a time and
may be renewed three times

The library is making it easier to access materials from
home. Digital magazines,
e-books, and e-audiobooks
are in a shared collection
called the “MELSA: Twin
Cities Metro eLibrary” in
the Libby and OverDrive
apps. This collection combines titles from eight differ-

Don’t forget about
e-books and digital
resources

ent public library systems,
giving readers even more
to read in one place. See
WashCoLib.org/OverDrive
for instructions to download
the Libby or OverDrive
apps to a personal device.
Access digital materials on
a computer by seeing libbyapp.com and selecting
the “MELSA” library after
signing in.
Learn more about modified
services and connect with a
librarian online at WashCoLib.org.

Curbside pickup service at libraries wins statewide award
Washington County Library has received a County
Achievement Award from the Association of Minnesota
Counties (AMC) for its curbside pickup program,
launched in response to COVID-19.
Washington County was the first library system in
Minnesota to make curbside pickup available to
residents during the pandemic.
The service launched one day after branches temporarily

closed in accordance with Minnesota’s Stay At Home
order in March 2020. This continuous access to
information and library resources proved critical during
the pandemic, and has been recognized as a valuable
innovation and improvement in county government.
Although library buildings are now open for modified
services, curbside pickup is still available for county
residents. Learn more and make an appointment online
at WashCoLib.org.
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County staff provides services remotely during pandemic
Washington County staff
spent their workdays serving
county residents in the
community, or at one of the
county’s 29 facilities. Then
March 17, 2020, came, and
work life changed.

the program. “With the
shutdown, we had to pivot
quickly to serve our clients.”
That meant staff getting
specialized computers from
the state, heading home,
and making telephone calls.

That day, the County Board
of Commissioners declared
a local emergency, and
directed staff to suspend
the county’s publicfacing services. The next
day, county staff began
transforming the way that
they served residents, as they
packed up their computers
and headed home to work
remotely.

Remote work has been
advantageous for some
families, Domski said.
Instead of bundling up
a toddler and a newborn
and carting them off to
a WIC location, clients
could receive counseling
from the comfort of their
home. It was also a plus in
the time of COVID to not
expose families to potential
infection.

“We have learned so much
related to service delivery,"
said Commissioner Fran
Miron, District 1. "As we
move forward, our challenge
will be to identify a system
which best meets the needs
of those we serve.”
One such program that
did that is the Women,
Infant and Children
(WIC) program. WIC is a
supplemental food program
aimed at improving the
health of pregnant mothers,
infants and children who
are low-income and may
be at nutritional risk.
Nutritionists and family
health nurses monitor for
growth.
“Typically, WIC clients
would come into our clinics
to have appointments for
themselves, or for their
children,” said Maggie
Domski, the supervisor for
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The disadvantage is not
being able to monitor
growth and weight of
children or low hemoglobin
if there is malnutrition,
or the weight gain or loss
for pregnant mothers. But
mothers continue to receive
nutrition advice, and are
directed to community
resources or food support,
if needed. The county’s
caseload increased 5.5%, or
more than 100 participants
since last February.

More Washington County work was done through computers and
over the telephone to maintain connection with county residents
during the pandemic.

Examples of some of the
adaption include providing
training and career fairs
virtually for those seeking
work.
Child support staff go into
the office weekly to process
legal documents for the
courts, while child support
hearings are conducted
virtually. Those calling the
department will usually hear
from a “real person,” as staff
has been working in the
office to answer calls and
sort mail. Documents are
also printed and mailed to
people receiving assistance.

review their application,
issue the oath of office, and
mail their marriage licenses.
At the peak of the service
during the pandemic, staff
completed as many as 12
video conferences daily
from applicants throughout
Minnesota.

Community Corrections
worked with the National
Institute of Corrections and
curriculum authors to be
first in the nation to move
curriculum for classes to
the virtual world. A tool
the county uses is cognitive
skills programming with
group curriculum and
County staff received
requests from residents who individual interventions,
designed to promote longsaid that they wanted a
Community Services
term positive behavior
marriage license; however,
provides a full array of
change for clients. Probation
rules required them to
economic and social services
officers moved the programs
appear in-person.
to the community. Since
online, and soon one of the
the emergency declarations, After consulting with
curriculum authors observed
the Washington County
many services transitioned
virtual sessions facilitated by
Attorney's Office, staff
to serve people virtually,
Washington County to learn
in the Property Records
either by telephone or
how it was implemented.
and Taxpayer Services
videoconferencing. About
That information was used
80% of the staff are working Department provided video to advise other corrections
conferencing with applicants
remotely on any given day
agencies how to provide the
to verify their identity,
throughout the pandemic.
same level of service.
A great place to live, work and play…today and tomorrow

166 acres of restoration occurring at Lake Elmo Park Reserve
Washington County recent- complete will result in:
ly received a $390,000 grant n 73 acres of old field that
from the Metropolitan Conwas home to Kentucky
servation Partners Legacy
bluegrass and smooth
Grant program to restore
brome being restored to
166 acres of prairie and oak
prairie with 25 native
savanna at Lake Elmo Park
species to improve polliReserve.
nator and other wildlife
"This environmental initiahabitat.
tive will restore significant
n 71 acres of oak savanna
acreage to its pre-settlement
being restored by removlandscape for future generaing common buckthorn,
tions to enjoy," said Comhoneysuckle, and amur A sign in Lake Elmo Park Reserve has information about the restoration projects occurring in the park.
missioner Gary Kriesel,
maple to increase native
ing converted to prairie Legislature.
District 3. "It also serves as
groundcover and oak
in fall 2021 with the
an inspiration to all to help
Those interested in learning
re-generation. This work
planting of 50 native
protect our critical habitat."
more about the project may
happens in the winter
species.
see the county website at
The work paid for by the
with frozen ground,
grant builds on previous
work on the west half of the
park reserve to restore native
plant and wildlife communities in the park, and when n

and will continue in
the summer with goats
returning to the park to
browse the re-sprouts.

22 acres of cropland be-

The grant is funded through
the Outdoor Heritage
Fund, as recommended by
the Lessard-Sams Outdoor
Heritage Council and appropriated by the Minnesota

www.co.washington.mn.us
and search for “parks restoration” to find information
on tours of the project that
will cover the approaches
used to restore the land.

MOUD program launches at Washington County Jail
The Medications for Opioid n breaking the cycle of
Use Disorder (MOUD)
re-incarceration that is
Program has been underway
commonly associated
in the Washington County
with substance use disJail since January.
orders;

2020 data that is available
so far has shown an increase
in opioid-related overdose
deaths across Minnesota
and the metropolitan area.
This program and other
MOUD, also known as
n increasing retention in
opioid response efforts have
Medication Assisted Treattreatment and providment or MAT, involves
ing a path to long-term become even more urgent
the use of Federal Drug
recovery for jail inmates; at this critical time. The
MOUD Program is part of
Administration approved
and
a broader strategy at Washmedications as an effective, n creating a safer, more
ington County to support
evidence-based method to
supportive environment individuals with substance
treat Opioid Use Disorder.
in the jail for staff and
use disorders and mental
The potential benefits of the
inmates.
health conditions, with a
program include:
The COVID-19 pandemic particular focus on facilitatn saving lives by reducing
has added challenges for
ing a coordinated transition
the likelihood of overdose, people working on recovery into the community after
especially in the high-risk and has worsened existrelease from jail.
period immediately after
ing health disparities. The
The MOUD Program was
release from jail;
A great place to live, work and play…today and tomorrow

developed and implemented
in collaboration with partners:
n Washington County
Sheriff's Office
n Washington County
Public Health & Environment
n Washington County
Community Services
n Washington County
Community Corrections
n Hazelden Betty Ford
Foundation
n Washington County Attorney’s Office
n Washington County
Board of Commissioners
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County residents, visitors put county parks to good use during pandemic
Over the past year, Washington County Parks have
provided opportunities for
residents to enjoy the great
outdoors and fresh air at a
time when the pandemic
limited many activities.
In large part due to the
global pandemic, Washington County Parks set
a record last year for park
visitation. Early in the
spring, the County Board
waived vehicle permits for
park guests from March 18
through May 5 to encourage people to spend time
outside, be physically active,
and experience all that the
regional parks have to offer.
Park visitors responded in
record numbers. In all, the
Washington County Parks

"Making the parks easier to
access for families was very
important and waiving fees
temporarily was a great way
of doing that."
While opening campgrounds was delayed for
six weeks until June 1, the
number of nights stayed in
campgrounds were the same
as in 2019.
For updates on parks activiCamping was one of the ways in which residents took advantage of ties, locations, or amenities,
access to Washington County parks during the pandemic.
follow Washington County
saw a significant increase
June saw almost a 55% inParks on social media or
in traffic volume and park
crease in traffic volume, and see the county’s website
use. Of note, traffic volumes July saw a 6.8% increase in at co.washington.mn.us/
increased almost 422% in
traffic volume, all year over parks. For more informaApril 2020 over April of the year.
tion on camping in Washprevious year. The trends
ington County Parks, see
"We were all looking for
continued into the summer a way to get out of our
the county’s website www.
months. In May, the parks
homes," said Commissioner co.washington.mn.us and
saw a more than 105%
Wayne Johnson, District 4. search “camping.”
increase in traffic volume,

COVID-19 response (continued from page 1)
cleaning supplies, masks,
thermometers, and
prescription medication,
as well as connecting
individuals to other
critical resources. Since the
beginning of the pandemic,
staff have filled nearly 500
essential services requests.

county also worked with
local food shelves and
volunteers to host 15 largescale drive-through food
distribution events. More
than 28,000 individuals in
more than 9,300 households
have been served through
these services. For assistance,
email foodsupport@
The Washington County
co.washington.mn.us or call
Food Security Unit
the Washington County
provides relief for people
experiencing food insecurity Food Support hotline at
651-430-6688.
during the pandemic. In
partnership with local food Washington County also
shelves and community
supports community mental
transportation providers,
health and well-being
the county manages free
through The WellSpring
emergency food pack and
Project, which uses
meal delivery services. The
prevention efforts and a
6

lifespan approach to nurture
community, resilience,
vitality, and health. The
county also kept residents
informed with timely
and accurate information
throughout the pandemic. A
COVID-19 data dashboard
on the county website was
developed to provide local,
up-to-date information on
COVID-19 case rates and
infection data. In addition,
a public information
campaign called Face This
Together was launched to
reinforce proven strategies
residents can take to slow
the spread of COVID-19, as
well as share information on
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vaccine safety and efficacy.
In the next chapter of the
pandemic, Washington
County is working closely
with MDH on vaccine
distribution. While initially
the focus is on people at
highest risk of getting
COVID-19 or those at
risk for severe illness, all
Minnesotans will eventually
have access to a vaccine.
For updated information
on vaccine availability, see
the county website at www.
co.washington.mn.us/
covid-19.

Washington County Board of Commissioners
Washington County Commissioners develop policy and make decisions and laws
that govern the county. Commissioners encourage calls or emails on any issue
related to county government. For service-related questions, visit the county
website at www.co.washington.mn.us or call 651-430-6000 (TTY - 651-4306246).
County Board Meetings
The County Board generally meets most Tuesdays at 9 a.m. Meetings take
place at the Washington County Government Center in Stillwater. Agendas and
directions to the building are posted online at www.co.washington.mn.us. See
the county's website calendar for details on the meeting schedule. Contact the
Office of Administration at 651-430-6001 for more information.
Cable Television/Webstreaming
Board meetings are webstreamed live, and may be accessed from the county’s
website under “County Board.” The webstreamed meetings are also archived
on the county website. Board meetings are cablecast on five government access
channels throughout the county. Meetings are shown several times throughout
the week. For schedules, contact local cable access channels or see the county
website at www.co.washington.mn.us and see “County Board” and “Board
Meeting Guide.”
District 1 - Fran Miron
fran.miron@co.washington.mn.us

Vision
A great place to live, work and play…
today and tomorrow
Mission
Providing quality services through
responsible leadership, innovation and
the cooperation of dedicated people
Values
•

Ethical: to ensure public trust
through fairness, consistency and
transparency

•

Stewardship: to demonstrate
tangible, cost-effective results and
protect public resources

•

Quality: to ensure that services
delivered to the public are up to the
organization’s highest standards

•

Responsive: to deliver services that
are accessible, timely, respectful
and efficient

•

Respectful: to believe in and
support the dignity and value of all
members of this community

•

Leadership: to actively advocate
for and guide the County toward a
higher quality of life

651-430-6211

District 3 - Gary Kriesel
District 2 - Stan Karwoski
stan.karwoski@co.washington.mn.us

gary.kriesel@co.washington.mn.us

651-430-621

651-430-6212

Goals

District 5 - Lisa Weik
lisa.weik@co.washington.mn.us

651-430-6215

District 4
Wayne A. Johnson
wayne.a.johnson@co.washington.mn.us

651-430-6214

•

To promote the health, safety, and
quality of life of citizens

•

To provide accessible, high-quality
services in a timely and respectful
manner

•

To address today’s needs while
proactively planning for the future

•

To maintain public trust through
responsible use of public
resources, accountability, and
openness of government

A great place to live, work and play…today and tomorrow
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Washington County sets legislative agenda for 2021 session
Washington County pron Coronavirus Pandemic
vides many services on beResponse, in which the
half of the state and federal
county states its support
government, and therefore
for the on-going state
looks to the state Legislature
and federal efforts to
to provide funding and suprespond to the COVport policy initiatives.
ID-19 pandemic, which
includes support for
Each year, the County
businesses and residents
Board sets out its legislative
impacted financially by
agenda and communicates
the pandemic, as well as
it to the county’s legislapublic health efforts to
tive delegation. The agenda
fight the pandemic.
for 2021 includes policy
initiatives, program funding requests, and road and
facility construction funding
requests.
Policy requests include:

County positions outline
the way in which the state
partners with the county to
pay for services. Positions
taken by the county on
these items include:

billing errors at the state also make up a part of the
Department of Human legislative agenda. Specific
Services; and
requests include:
n a request for an increase in the funding
the county receives to
supervise individuals on
probation.

The county is also requesting money to assist with
n $3.5 million for autoparks projects in the county.
mobile-use lanes and
They include:
pedestrian and bicycle
lanes on a reconstructed
n $2.5 million for reno4th Street Bridge over
vation of the Historic
Interstate 694 in OakCourthouse in Stillwadale; and
ter. The oldest standing

courthouse in the state
n $3 million in state fundis in need of exterior
ing to construct a trailrestoration and roof and
head and trail connecdome replacement; and
tions from Stonebridge
Trail in Stillwater to the
n $500,000 in state
Browns Creek State Trail.
bonding to construct

n Local Property Taxpayer
n support for legislation
Protection, a perennial
that increases the fees
statement by the county
captured by the transacthat the state not shift
tions completed at the
state program costs to
improvements to the
county’s licensing centhe county property tax,
boat launch in St. Croix
ters to help offset related
which erodes the counBluffs Regional Park.
costs;
ty’s ability to deliver
high-quality, essential
n a request that the county Requests for support for
services to residents; and
not be required to fund road construction projects
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n $15 million contribution to build an interchange at Highway 36
and Lake Elmo Avenue
between Lake Elmo and
Grant;
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For more information on
any of these issues, see the
county website at www.
co.washington.mn.us and
search “legislative priorities.”

