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A communication from the Washington County Board of Commissioners

Summer construction to bring county roadway improvements
Washington County will
launch another robust year
of roadway improvements
throughout the county
this spring. To see all the
projects for the year, see
the county website www.
co.washington.mn.us and
use “transportation projects”
in the search bar.

of roads and bridges, while
planning for added safety
and capacity improvements,
is a core function of
county government and
will result in another
busy construction year
as we address major
infrastructure needs due to
population growth,” said
Commissioner Lisa Weik,
Some of the larger projects
will be done in Woodbury, District 5. “Elimination
of gaps in the recreational
to maintain the roadways
trail system, prioritized
in a community with high
in Residential Surveys,
volumes of traffic, and
done with local road
build new roadways in the
rapidly-growing community. projects, is a cost-effective
and efficient way to add
“Maintaining our system
amenities, while boosting

our already high quality of
life. Close communications
with community leaders
during project delivery will
ensure on-going public
access to area businesses
and minimize local travel
disruptions.”

Drive in 2020, from the
existing four lanes to six
lanes from Interstate 94
to just south of Tamarack
Road.

Improvements will include
intersection improvements
along the whole corridor
Woodbury Drive (County
that should address the large
19) and Local Roads Project volumes of traffic in the
area, and provide access to
The Woodbury Drive
the commercial properties
(County Road 19) and
and restaurants in the area.
Local Roads Project will
begin construction this
Working with the City of
spring, and continue into
Woodbury in 2021, the
fall 2021. The project will
project will address the
include the reconstruction
Construction
and expansion of Woodbury (continued on page 6)

Miron chosen by board to serve as chair for 2020
Commissioner Fran
Miron,
District 1,
will serve as
the Washington County Commissioner
Fran Miron
Board of
Commissioners’ chair for 2020.

Lisa Weik, District 5, will
serve as vice chair.

nesota. He and his family
Service.
own and operate the Miron Miron also served on a
Family Dairy & Crop Farm. multi-jurisdictional transCommissioner Miron has
more than 25 years of expe- Commissioner Miron’s
portation coalition, which
rience in elected office, 16
farming background creates guided the construction
years as the Mayor of Hugo, a special interest in the im- of the Interstate 35E inand four years as a city
portance of expanding and terchange, and chaired the
councilmember, in addition retaining small businesses,
Hugo Economic Developto serving on the County
conserving open spaces,
ment Authority. He has also
Board since 2013. He is a
and planning for growth.
been involved in a number
The board elected Miron
graduate of Forest Lake Area He has served in numerous of agricultural organizations,
board chair during its first
High School, and holds a
civic service organizations,
and his family has won farm
business meeting of the year bachelor of science degree
including the University
and conservation awards.
in January. Commissioner
from the University of Min- of Minnesota Extension

www.co.washington.mn.us

2020 spring flood threat – consider flood insurance
Many residents across
Washington County
witnessed water levels
in county lakes, rivers,
wetlands, and ditches
continue to rise last
spring and summer, and
nearly every community
experienced some degree of
flooding. Dozens of roads
and driveways were under
water.
Unfortunately, water levels
did not recede to normal
levels and remained high
in many areas heading into
the winter. The risk factors
used to determine the 2020
flood threat outlook are
very similar to last year.
The Washington County
Sheriff’s Office emergency
management staff are
promoting the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency’s (FEMA) National
Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP) as a means for
county residents to purchase
additional protection to
strengthen homeowner’s
resilience to the effects of
flood waters.
“Washington County has
worked diligently with
community leadership
to monitor and address
concerns of flooding and
flood protection,” said
Commissioner Fran Miron,
District 1. “For many of
us, our home is our largest
single investment, and
we want to make sure
each of you are aware of
opportunities to protect this
investment.”
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Spring 2019 brought needed preparations for possible flooding, such as the barrier in downtown Stillwater. Conditions could bring the threat of flood this spring.

Q: What is the National
Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP)?
A: The NFIP is a federal
program created by
Congress to mitigate
future flood losses through
building and zoning
ordinances, and to provide
access to federally-backed
flood insurance protection
for property owners. The
NFIP provides an insurance
alternative to disaster
assistance to meet the
escalating costs of repairing
damage to buildings and
their contents caused by
floods.
Q: Do I need to live in a
flood plain to qualify for
flood insurance?
A: No, flood insurance is
available to 95 percent of
Minnesotans, including
renters.
Q: I do not live in a
high-risk flood area. Why
should I purchase flood

coverage. It is important to
call your insurance agent
A: Twenty-five percent of
flood insurance claims are in and clarify what is covered
areas that are not considered in a flood, and determine
if an additional NFIP is a
high-risk.
good fit for you.
Q: If there is a flood,
Q: Can I wait until a big
won’t FEMA cover it?
storm is predicted and
A: In most cases, no.
then buy flood insurance?
There are many things that
A: Unfortunately, no. There
must happen for FEMA
is a 30-day waiting period
to provide funding after
before a flood insurance
a disaster in Washington
policy becomes active. In
County, and even then, it
2019, the flood event began
won’t restore your home
and property to its pre-flood in March. It is not too early
to call your insurance agent
condition. The average
and find out about getting a
applicant receives about
flood insurance policy.
$3,800 when a disaster is
declared. An NFIP policy
Q: How is flood insurance
may cover up to $250,000
purchased?
for the building and
A: A policy may be
$100,000 for its contents.
purchased from a licensed
insurance?

Q: If my basement floods,
my home insurance will
cover that, right?
A: It is unlikely. A standard
homeowner’s policy or
renters’ insurance does
not typically provide flood
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property insurance agent or
broker.
For more information, see
https://www.fema.gov/
national-flood-insuranceprogram

Drinking Water Plan for 3M Settlement under development
A large portion of
Washington County faces
challenges with groundwater
pollution from per-and
polyfluoroalkyl substances
(PFAS), a family of
human-made chemicals
that have been used for
decades to make products
that resist heat, oil, stains,
grease, and water. In
Washington County, 3M
disposed of wastes from
PFAS manufacturing in
Oakdale, Woodbury, the
3M manufacturing facility
in Cottage Grove, and the
former Washington County
landfill in Lake Elmo.

state has been leading work
groups, which include
county staff, to develop a
long-term plan for using
settlement funds to address
the problem.

“I have been attending the
public meetings and talking
with local leaders regarding
the 3M settlement and
our water concerns,” said
Commissioner Wayne A.
Johnson, District 4. “They
are aware of how important
this issue is, and I am
confident that, working
together, a solution that
works for our communities
will be implemented.”

of drinking water
contaminated by PFAS. It
will include and evaluate
options, such as alternative
sources of drinking water,
treating existing wells, and/
or connecting homes with
private wells to municipal
systems.

PFAS pollution has
impacted both private and
public wells. Public wells
are monitored by cities that
operate those systems, as
well as by the Minnesota
Department of Health
(MDH), to assure they meet
drinking water standards.
More information about city
In February 2018, the state A draft Conceptual
water systems can be found
announced the settlement of Drinking Water Supply Plan on the cities’ respective
a natural resource damage
websites. Private wells are
is expected to be released
lawsuit with 3M Company by late spring 2020. The
tested by the state, and, if
in the East Metro. Under
they exceed current drinking
plan will take into account
the terms of the agreement, both public water systems
water advice, residents are
3M will make an $850
provided with bottled water,
and private wells, and lay
million grant to the state for out long‐term projects
and, eventually, carbon
clean drinking water and
filters, which remove the
to enhance the quality,
natural resources projects.
quantity, and sustainability chemicals.
Since summer 2018, the

There will be a series of
public meetings in late
February, and again later
in the spring, to share
information on the longterm plan for use of the
settlement funds, and next
steps. See the 3M settlement
website (3msettlement.state.
mn.us/) for details on these
meetings, and to sign up
for email updates. General
questions about PFAS and
the settlement can be sent to
pfcinfo.pca@state.mn.us.
For questions about
health concerns, contact
the Site Assessment and
Consultation Unit at the
MDH at 651-201-4897 or
health.hazard@state.mn.us.
To find out if your private
well is eligible for testing,
see www.health.state.mn.us/
pfas. Follow the link to the
MPCA’s interactive map
and, if you are within the
sampling area, complete
the MDH Well Sampling
Request Form.

Corbid named Washington County’s next administrator
Kevin Corbid
was named
the Washington County
administrator
by the CounAdministrator
ty Board in
Kevin Corbid
January, to
succeed Molly
O’Rourke, who announced
her retirement in December,
effective Jan. 28.
Corbid has worked for
Washington County since

2001, and has served as
deputy administrator with
O’Rourke since February
2012.
Prior to the appointment
to deputy administrator, he
served as the director of the
county’s Property Records
and Taxpayer Services
Department for 10 years.
As the deputy county administrator, Corbid led the
development of the countywide budget, assisted in the

planning, development, and
implementation of countywide policies and initiatives,
and worked closely with the
County Board of Commissioners. Corbid also oversaw
the county departments of
Property Records and Taxpayer Services, Information
Technology, and Accounting
and Finance.

in Washington County, he
served as a policy analyst
and lobbyist for the Association of Minnesota Counties
and worked for the Minnesota Senate on local government issues.

Corbid received his undergraduate degree in political
science from Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter,
Corbid has 25 years of state and his Masters of Public
and local government expe- Administration degree from
rience. Prior to his positions Hamline University.

A great place to live, work and play…today and tomorrow

3

County celebrates new Valley Library with opening ceremony
Washington County
Library conducted a grand
opening ceremony in early
January to celebrate the
newly-renovated Valley
Library, now next door to its
previous space in Lakeland
Plaza. More than 300
people, including partners
and community members,
visited the library to tour
Taking part in the Valley Library ribbon-cutting are Tina Kaple,
the new space and attend a library resource services division manager, Commissioner Wayne A.
ribbon-cutting.
Johnson, District 4, Jennifer Pelletier, Stillwater Area Schools board
Commissioner Gary Kriesel, member, Sara Myer, county Library board member, Commissioner
Gary Kriesel, District 3, Commissioner Lisa Weik, District 5, and Amy
District 3, spoke during the Stenftenagel, Library Director.
ribbon-cutting ceremony to
The new Valley Library is
staff work area.
recognize the importance
approximately 1,800 square Find more information
of libraries in Washington
feet larger than the previous about Valley Library, open
County.
library, with two meeting
hours, and programs at
“Valley Library is a place
rooms, movable furniture,
WashCoLib.org.
where people meet their
technological upgrades, and
friends and neighbors,”
a children’s area with tiered Wildwood Library
continues to take shape
Kriesel said. “This is one of seating for programs and
the many ways we continue storytimes. The space also
Despite the challenge of
to make Washington
has two accessible restrooms snow and cold temperatures,
County a great place to live, with diaper-changing
Wildwood Library in
work and play.”
Mahtomedi is taking shape.
stations and an expanded

Contractors have finished
the roofing, putting up
walls, and installing window
frames. Plumbing and
electrical have been roughed
in, and the floor and other
concrete work is being
poured in stages.
The brick exterior of the
building is also complete.
Visitors driving by the
site may have noticed a
temporary enclosure, which
helped hold in heat so the
brick mortar could set.
Next, contractors will begin
working on the interior
framing, and mechanical,
electrical, and plumbing will
be completed, along with
the walls and ceilings.
Wildwood Library is on
track to reopen in July
2020. Watch for more
updates and see a video view
of the construction site at
WashCoLib.org/Future.

Washington County adds sugar beet-based product to clear roads
Removing the snow and ice
from Washington County’s
more than 284 miles of
roadway is one of the most
important jobs the county
does.
The task has undergone
many changes in recent
years – larger and more
technologically advanced
plow trucks, the reduction
or elimination of sand use,
pre-treating roadways, and
using brine, a salt and water
mixture to “pre-wet” the
salt, are just a few.
4

One of the more recent
innovations is the use of a
sugar beet molasses-based
product that is mixed with
the salt and brine as it is
placed on the roadway. The
sugars in the product help
suppress the freeze point of
the salt and brine, increase
the salt’s ice-melting ability,
reduce corrosiveness, and
make the salt sticky. The
sugar beet product helps to
make the salt more effective at lower temperatures,
helps to activate the melting

capabilities of salt, and helps said Commissioner Stan
the salt stay on the roadway, Karwoski, District 2. “We
rather than bounce off.
continue to look for ways
The product is also environ- to do that, while also being
mentally friendly. It is 99% conscious of lessening the
impact on the environment
biodegradable and helps
as we clear the roads.”
reduce the amount of salt
that is needed to keep roadways clear of ice. Reducing
the amount of salt used also
saves money.

Washington County has
been using this product
since 2018, with great success, and continues to look
for innovative and environ“Keeping Washington
mentally friendly ways to
County roadways safe for
the driving public in a Min- keep roadways clear of snow
and ice.
nesota winter is crucial,”

A great place to live, work and play…today and tomorrow

Land and Water Legacy Program invests in Bayport park

The City of Bayport will
complete a stewardship
plan and engage the community to develop a master
plan for the property. The
project concept allows for
trails to connect people to
nature and the riverfront. A
picnic shelter, benches, fishing opportunities, a scenic
lookout, canoe/kayak rack,
public watercraft access,
and boat trailer and parking stalls may be considered. Work will be done to
restore plant communities
and habitat, improve water
quality, and stabilize the

streambank.
The park will provide a treefilled destination for lunch
breaks or an after-dinner
escape into nature for anyone in the area, especially,
for those in nearby downtown, or Andersen and Xcel
workers needing a mid- or
end-of-day break from their
industrial and commercial
environments.
The property hosts maple,
black walnut, ash, cottonwood, spruce, cedar,
and white pine trees. Deer,
turkey, songbirds, and
peregrine falcons have been
seen on the property.
Washington County contributed $745,000 to the
$1.8 million project to
obtain a permanent conservation easement over the
property through its Land
and Water Legacy Program.
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resource’s
Outdoor Recreation and
Natural and Scenic Areas
grants directed Minnesota
Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund
dollars to the project, and

ANDERSEN CORPORATION
HISTORICAL OVERLOOK &
INTERPRETIVE FEATURE TO BE
LOCATED AT FORMER BOAT
LAUNCH SITE
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NEW RESTROOM
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NEW PUBLIC
ST. CROIX RIVER
OVERLOOK AREA

LAKE ST CROIX/
ST. CROIX RIVER

Last fall, Washington
County partnered with the
City of Bayport to establish
a new city park on the St.
Croix River. In October,
four parcels of land northeast of downtown and south
of Andersen Corporation
were purchased from three
sets of willing sellers. The
new 11-acre city park will
provide open space, scenic
views, and direct access to
the St. Croix River. It is anticipated to be accessible to
the public by fall of 2020.

PARC

EL #4

NEW PUBLIC BOAT RAMP &
TRAILER PARKING

NEW PUBLIC ACCESS ROUTE
TO BOAT LAUNCH, PARK, &
CONSERVATION AREA

CENTRAL AVE.

Andersen Corporation made drinking-water sources;
a substantial contribution.
improving water quality of
rivers, lakes and streams;
The county’s Land and
purchasing parkland; and
Water Legacy is a $20 milprotecting land along water
lion initiative that voters
approved in 2006 to provide bodies from development.
money to purchase land and To date, the county has
interests in land for the pur- spent $10.1 million to place
poses of preserving wetlands 500 acres under permanent
protection.
and woodlands; protecting
EXISTING LAKESIDE
PARK PROPERTY

MARCH 2018

Residents invited to become involved in a county advisory group
Washington County’s
advisory committees,
boards, and commissions
advise the Board of
Commissioners on issues
that affect residents.
Residents are invited to
join an advisory group
that is of interest to them.

Search “advisory boards
and committees” on the
county’s website at www.
co.washington.mn.us to
see the variety of groups
available. Currently, the
Community Development
Agency advisory group is in
special need of members.

The purpose of an advisory
committee is to bring the
community perspective
and to provide advice or
make recommendations
to the County Board of
Commissioners on issues
presented to the committee
by the responsible
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department.
Member requirements vary;
appointments are made by
the full County Board, but
individual board members
can provide information on
vacancies in their district or
across the county.
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Washington County working with Stepping Up initiative
Washington County is
participating in Stepping
Up, a national initiative that
works to reduce the number of people with mental
illnesses and co-occurring
disorders who become
involved with the criminal
justice system.

vices.

Preliminary work was done
to develop baseline data,
quantifying the number
of people in jail who have
a mental illness, the average length of a jail stay, the
inmate’s connection to treatment, and recidivism rates.
Since joining the initiative, a
Work is also being done
county multi-departmental
with internal county workcommittee has fostered a
groups, community organiThe committee working on the Stepping Up initiative are, front row, zations, and other Stepping
collaborative approach to
Lowell Johnson, Public Health & Environment director, and Ren
address this problem, and
Up counties.
Clinton, Community Corrections Division Manager, and back row,
a project coordinator was
More information on this
Tom Adkins, Community Services director, Terry Thomas, Jr., Combrought on to monitor and munity Corrections interim director, County Attorney Pete Orput,
national partnership bedrive the vision of this efand County Sheriff Dan Starry.
tween the National Associafort.
tion of Counties (NACo),
likely to return to jail than
to mental health and the
The American Psychiatric
Association reports that
individuals with a mental
illness are likely to have a
higher than average length
of stay in jail, and are more

an individual without a
mental illness. To kickstart this work, county staff
did an analysis of current
resources and services in
Washington County related

Construction (continued from page 1)
needs of the local roads
in the area, including
expanding Tamarack Road
to a four-lane divided
roadway; redo the pavement
on Hudson Road and
Commerce Drive; and
reconstruct Rivertown Drive
from a four-lane to a threelane road with a center-left
turn lane.
The addition of trail
connections in the area will
provide connectivity and
address gaps in trails.
The project website is www.
co.washington.mn.us/
WoodburyDrive
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County State Aid
Highway (CSAH) 18
and 20 Intersection
Improvement Project
The CSAH 18 and 20
Intersection Improvement
Project will occur from
May to August 2020. A
traffic signal will replace the
all-way stop at Bailey and
Military roads, and a rightturn lane will be added from
Bailey Road to northbound
Sterling Street. The project
will improve the pavement
in the area, and the roadway
will be restriped to include
left-turn lanes.
The project website is www.

criminal justice system. The
goal is to identify areas to
improve communication
between agencies, increase
access to existing resources,
and bolster necessary serco.washington.mn.us/
BaileyIntersection
CSAH 18 Management
and Safety Project

The CSAH 18 (Bailey
Road) Management
and Safety Project from
Woodlane Drive to Radio
Drive (County 13) will be
constructed from spring
to fall 2020. This project,
which will be constructed in
partnership with the City of
Woodbury, is for:

the American Psychiatric
Association Foundation,
and the Council of State
Governments Justice Center
can be found at stepuptogether.org.

addition of a trail on the
south side;
n construction of a
roundabout at the
intersection of Bailey
Road and Woodlane
Drive; and
n installation of a signal
at Bailey Road and
Benjamin Drive.
The project website is www.
co.washington.mn.us/
County18

An additional project will
n the expansion of Bailey improve the pavement on
Road from a two-lane to CSAH 13, or Radio Drive,
four-lane roadway;
to resurface portions of
n reconstruction of the
northbound Radio Drive,
trail on the north side
from Pioneer Drive to 600
of Bailey Road and the
feet north of Donegal Drive.
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Washington County Board of Commissioners
Washington County Commissioners develop policy and make decisions and laws
that govern the county. Commissioners encourage calls or emails on any issue
related to county government. For service-related questions, visit the county
website at www.co.washington.mn.us or call 651-430-6000 (TTY - 651-4306246).

Washington County is an equal
opportunity organization and employer

County Board Meetings
The County Board generally meets most Tuesdays at 9 a.m. Meetings take
place at the Washington County Government Center in Stillwater. Agendas and
directions to the building are posted online at www.co.washington.mn.us. See
the county's website calendar for details on the meeting schedule. Contact the
Office of Administration at 651-430-6001 for more information.
Cable Television/Webstreaming
Board meetings are webstreamed live, and may be accessed from the county’s
website under “County Board.” The webstreamed meetings are also archived
on the county website. Board meetings are cablecast on five government access
channels throughout the county. Meetings are shown several times throughout
the week. For schedules, contact local cable access channels or see the county
website at www.co.washington.mn.us and see “County Board” and “Board
Meeting Guide.”

Vision
A great place to live, work and play…
today and tomorrow
Mission
Providing quality services through
responsible leadership, innovation and
the cooperation of dedicated people
Values
•

Ethical: to ensure public trust
through fairness, consistency and
transparency

•

Stewardship: to demonstrate
tangible, cost-effective results and
protect public resources

•

Quality: to ensure that services
delivered to the public are up to the
organization’s highest standards

•

Responsive: to deliver services that
are accessible, timely, respectful
and efficient

•

Respectful: to believe in and
support the dignity and value of all
members of this community

•

Leadership: to actively advocate
for and guide the County toward a
higher quality of life

Left to right, Gary Kriesel, Lisa Weik, Fran Miron, Stan Karwoski, Wayne A. Johnson

District 1 - Fran Miron

fran.miron@co.washington.mn.us
651-430-6211

District 2 - Stan Karwoski

stan.karwoski@co.washington.mn.us
651-430-6212

Goals
•

To promote the health, safety, and
quality of life of citizens

•

To provide accessible, high-quality
services in a timely and respectful
manner

•

To address today’s needs while
proactively planning for the future

•

To maintain public trust through
responsible use of public
resources, accountability, and
openness of government

District 3 - Gary Kriesel

gary.kriesel@co.washington.mn.us
651-430-6213

District 4 - Wayne A. Johnson

wayne.a.johnson@co.washington.mn.us
651-430-6214

District 5 - Lisa Weik

lisa.weik@co.washington.mn.us
651-430-6215
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Washington County Parks
Get your REAL ID now
prepares for oak savanna project As of Oct. 1, 2020, every- The best way to ensure you
Washington County Parks
recently received a grant
through the Outdoor Heritage Fund to restore and
enhance 166 acres of prairie
and oak savanna habitat in
the west half of Lake Elmo
Park Reserve.
The grant is appropriated
by the Minnesota Legislature and recommended by
the Lessard-Sams Outdoor
Heritage Council.
Oak savanna and prairie are
in need of protection and
restoration as they harbor
many species of greatest
conservation need. Restoration activities that will
benefit pollinators include
planting cropland to native
dry prairie containing 50
native flowers, and converting cool season grassland
lacking flowers to native
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dry prairie with 25 native
flowers. Work will include
removing and controlling
invasive shrubs in existing
oak savanna remnants, and
using controlled fire and
thinning to stabilize slopes
with native groundcover.
The work is anticipated to
be complete by mid-2023
and will cost $390,000.
Work in Public Works:
Washington County is hiring for seasonal positions
working in highway, traffic control, surveying, and
parks. Help local communities in a variety of positions, including planning
aides, engineering aides,
lifeguards, seasonal guest
services attendants, maintenance, or natural resources
assistants. Apply online at
www.co.washington.mn.us.

one older than 18 will need
a REAL ID, enhanced ID,
passport, or passport card
to fly within the United
States or enter federal
facilities.

have the correct documentation and to speed transaction time is to pre-apply
online before visiting a
county license center.

For more information on
The cost for a REAL ID
county locations, how to
is the same as a regular
pre-apply online, and to
license; however, there is
see detailed information on
additional documentation acceptable documents, see
required when applying.
www.co.washington.mn.us
When applying for a REAL and enter “REAL ID” in
ID, applicants must prothe search box.
vide:
Washington County offers
n a document proving
identity, date of birth,
and legal presence in
the United States;

REAL ID Driver’s License
services in Forest Lake,
Stillwater, and Woodbury.
County license centers
are open 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
n a document proving
Social Security number; Monday and Wednesday;
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday,
and
Thursday, and Friday; and
n two different docu8 a.m. to 12 noon Saturments proving current day. Wait times tend to be
residency in Minnesota. shorter on Tuesdays and
Thursdays and mid-month.
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